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On  August  29th our first charity shop  was officially opened by Julian 

and Emma Fellows.  Luckily it was a lovely sunny day and quite a crowd 

gathered to see Julian and Emma Fellows cut the red ribbon. 

On the opening of the shop, Julian Fellows said ñIt is hard to imagine a 

gift more precious than sight, or a pain more severe than losing it.  So, it 

feels good to know that here is a practical way we can all help.ô                   

Occupying a prominent position on Pennyôs Walk in the Ferndown   

Centre,  the shop is designed to not only raise much needed income to 

fund our services, but is itself a part of our  

service delivery. The shop includes a mini 

equipment and advice resource centre,  

designed to help to make our services even 

more accessible to our members and the  

general public.  



 

 

Inside this Issue 

3éé.. Welcome from Jonathan 

5 é. Whatôs been Happening in your Association 

8é.... Club News Round Up 

10éé Fundraising Update 

13é. Information Briefing 

15 é.. Contact Details and Useful Numbers 

Card Payments  A reminder that  we now have the facility to take  

payments by debit or credit card and  it helps reduce our administration 

costs if payments are made in this way. Please use this facility, where  

 possible, for any  purchases from the Resource Centre, as well as for any 

other payments you want or need to make to us. 

Moving with the times  We are now able to send you the Link on a USB 

stick.  If you want to receive the Link in this format in future  please contact 

Jo on 01202 712869 or email her on jo@dorsetblind.org.uk 

We need you!  

Weôve been selected again this year to take part in the Big Give Christmas 

Challenge. If we raise Ã9,000 in online donations during the Challenge 

(12pm on 29th of November until 12pm on 2nd December) the Big Give 

will turn that into Ã15,000! Thatôs enough to fund our elderly social 

clubs for the whole year.  

You can help us by either making a donation during this period, or holding 

a fundraising event for us and donating the proceeds. Supporters in the 

past have held a bake sale, coffee morning or a quiz night at your local to 

raise funds for us. 

Visit https://secure.thebiggive.org.uk/project/clubs or call Amanda in the 

fundraising office on 01202 712864  to find out more information or to  get 

involved .    

  

https://secure.thebiggive.org.uk/project/clubs


 

 

Open for business! 

In the last edition of the Link I was able to share the news 

that we had found premises for our first charity shop, in 

Ferndown, and we were working towards opening this. 

Well here we are now in September and the shop has 

been open for business and trading since late July and the early signs are 

promising.  We were extremely grateful to our Patrons Julian and Emma 

Fellowes for coming to the shop to perform an official opening on 29th  

August and that certainly helped to give the shop the best possible start. 

As part of opening the shop we have also been pleased to welcome two 

new members to the staff team, Tracy our shop manager and Jackie, her 

assistant. Both ladies have quickly become part of the extended DBA staff 

and volunteer family and they introduce themselves to you later in this  

edition. 

This shop will be, I hope, the first of several around the county and over 

time we need to make sure they are profitable and through that able to 

fund the ongoing delivery of our community support services.  

As well as raising much needed funds, the shops will also add to our  

service delivery, providing people with another access point to advice, 

equipment, our clubs and other community support. In the short time the 

Ferndown shop has been open it has already generated numerous 

 enquiries and contacts with potential new service users, so as a direct 

consequence of the shop being there more visually impaired people are 

now able to benefit from Dorset Blind Association services. 

I cannot stress too strongly how important these shops will be for the 

 future of DBA.  Every penny they raise will remain in Dorset, being spent 

locally to provide help and support for visually impaired people in this 

county, living in the very communities where the shops will be based. 

So please support this project in whatever way you can. Telephone Jo or 

Dave at the office if you have items to donate and also if you know  

anyone living in the Ferndown area who you think might like to volunteer 

to help at the shop. Like all of our volunteering opportunities, helping in the 

shop is rewarding and can be great fun. Iôve even had several goôs serving 

customers there myself since it opened and Iôm pleased to say that, so far 

at least, Iôve had no complaints!  

With my best wishes to you all, as always,Jonathan 



 

 

Donôt forget to pass me on! 

If you receive a printed copy of the 

Link, this is just to remind you to try 

and pass it on when you have  

finished with it  yourself.  Offer it to 

a friend, neighbour or work  

colleague to read. It helps to 

spread the word about our work 

and how we help people through-

out Dorset and it might  encourage 

someone else to join us as a  

volunteer or to make a  financial  

donation or  other offer of help.  

Can we send you the Link by   

e-mail ?  

A growing number of  members and 

volunteers chose now to receive their 

copy of the Link by e-mail.  This not 

only means that they receive this 

more quickly, but it saves on printing 

and postage costs, so if you are 

someone who uses  e-mail and you 

are happy to receive future editions of 

the Link in this way, please contact Jo 

at the office on 01202 712869 or        

e-mail jo@dorsetblind.org.uk to let her 

know. 

    In Memory Gifts 

Many members kindly remember the work of the Dorset Blind Association 

when they die by leaving the charity a legacy. This may not be possible for 

everyone we help, but as an alternative, or even as well as a legacy, the 

other way in which we are often helped when a member dies is by   

donations being made in that personôs memory. 

It is common practice now for people to ask for donations to be made to a 

nominated charity instead of flowers at funerals and if it is your wish that the 

Dorset Blind Association should be that nominated charity and is to be  

supported in this way then please make sure that your next-of-kin is aware 

of this. 

Thank you to everyone who chooses to support our work with either a 

legacy or through In Memory donations ï your gifts will enable us to  

continue to help others with sight loss in the future.  

The Magic of Mantovani Orchestra 

Our thanks go to Paul Barrett, the Director of the Magic of  

Mantovani Orchestra for kindly donating tickets to the upcoming 

ñMovie Magicò production at the Bournemouth Pavilion Theatre on 

Sunday 8th October 7.30pm. These will be enjoyed by some local        

Bournemouth members. It promises to be an evening of the finest music from 

the silver screen and anyone else wanting to attend can get tickets through 

BH Live Tickets on 0844 576 3000 



 

 

Whatôs been happening in Your Association! 

Say hello toé... 
Hi Iôm Tracy and Iôm the Shop Manager and I love 

 working in Dorset Blind Associationôs 1st charity shop in 

Ferndown.  I was a florist for over 30 years and  felt  a 

change of career was needed and after volunteering for 

a while I fell in love with charity work so i jumped at the 

chance to work for such a fantastic charity, working with 

the public and volunteers in the exciting role as  

manager. It is a rewarding role to be able to help 

change peoples lives. 

Hello, my name is Jackie and Iôm the Assistant Shop  

Manager at the new DBA Charity Shop in Ferndown.  

I have always worked in the Retail sector and for the past 

8 years I was the Assistant Shop manager in another  

local Charity Shop. When my last job came to an end I 

was lucky enough to be in theô right place at the right timeô 

to be offered the position of Assistant Shop Manager at 

the new Dorset Blind shop, it was an opportunity I couldnôt pass by. To be 

involved from the start of a new venture is always exciting and Iôm  

delighted to be part of this new chapter for DBA. 

Water-skiing at Ringwood 

Some of our younger members have  

enjoyed the thrill of water-skiing this  

summer at Ellingham Water Ski Club near 

Ringwood. Sam Carson and Ann Turner 

love to try any sport which involves getting 

wet and the more speed involved the 

 better. Wulfric who travels over by train 

from Sway is one our newest younger members to get involved with both 

water-skiing and Goalball. While Tom Archer can now ski unaided,  

practices regularly, and is hoping to take part at competition level next 

season.  The photo shows two of our members with Tony, one of our  

volunteers, taking a well earned break. 



 

 

Happy 100th Birthday 

The Bournemouth members enjoyed a 

singalong of war time favourites  

followed by cakes to celebrate Lisa 

reaching 100. Lisa came to        

Bournemouth from Germany after the 

war to marry an Englishman and now 

enjoys regular visits to Spain to stay 

with her daughter. Lisa has AMD and is 

also partially deaf but she still enjoys 

socialising and has been a member of 

Dorset Blind for many years  

New Actvity for Autumn 

Short mat bowling is starting on  

Friday 6 October at West Moors 

Bowls club.  For more information 

please contact Judy Bannon on 

07748 212009 or Gill Ambrose on 

07388 117054 

A Thank you from Leah 

Leah our CSW from North Dorset 

and Purbeck has recently had time 

off for an operation. She is now 

back to work, fighting fit and would 

like to thank all 

of the volunteers 

and members 

that kindly sent 

cards to her 

whilst she was 

recovering. 

Feeling hungry?   

Would you like some company and an evening meal in a 

nice restaurant? DBA member Keith Sims is keen to start 

a  social club that goes out for dinner once a month in the 

local area.   Keith is happy to book the restaurant if 

enough people are interested. The club would be open to 

members, family and friends so bring them along.  You would need to  

arrange your own transport but it is possible that some people might be able 

to share taxis or lifts which would bring the cost down. In the first instance 

contact Moira on 07709216797 or moira@dorsetblind.org.uk and she will 

compile a contact list for Keith. 

mailto:moira@dorsetblind.org.uk


 

 

Re-Launch of Bournemouth Socialeyes 

We will relaunch the Bournemouth Socialeyes group for under 65s in the 

Community Room in Bournemouth and Poole College at the Lansdowne, 

Meyrick Road, Bournemouth BH1 3JJ  on 2nd November between 2 and 

4 pm. Please come along if you can get there.  This venue has been  

chosen as we hope that it will be more  accessible for those who found 

travelling through the town centre difficult. There is a cafe down the  

corridor where we can buy drinks. 

All attendees will need to sign in at reception - this is to comply with the 

college's fire safety and safeguarding rules. 

We hope that this location will be more successful and that I will see you 

there on Thursday 2nd November at 2pm! 

If you have further queries please contact Moira on 07709216797 

or moira@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Thank You to Rotary Club of Sherborne  

At a recent meeting of our Sherborne Handicraft 

Club the Rotary Club of Sherborne  presented a 

cheque for Ã1,000 to Jonathan Holyhead which 

will  help meet the costs of our 2 clubs in the 

Sherborne area.  

Highcliffe/Christchurch Reading Group 

Highcliffe library are offering the use of their premises, when closed, as a 

venue for a regular reading group for visually impaired people in the  

Highcliffe/Christchurch area.   

You do not need to have a library card to join in. Meetings will be informal, 

on a regular day each month, probably on a Wednesday. 

If you are interested please contact Will Coe at  

Highcliffe library on 01425 272202 or contact Dave at 

Dorset Blind Association on 01202 712869. 

We are also looking for a kind volunteer to help run the 

group who has an interest in books. If you can help 

please ring Dave on 01202 712869. 

mailto:moira@dorsetblind.org.uk


 

 

Club Round Up 

In June Wemouth & Portland 

blind club had a mystery tour 

and finished with a cream tea at 

Upwey Wishing Well where all 

members had a great time.  

Swanage club had a summer  

outing to Knoll House Hotel in  

Studland, where they enjoyed a full 

English afternoon tea .They sat at 

windows in the main dining room 

overlooking the gardens and  

Studland Bay. As you can see from 

the photo it was a very enjoyable 

afternoon. 
 

Members, volunteers and friends of the 

Shaftesbury Blind Club enjoyed  a  

summer outing by coach to Sidmouth in 

June. The weather was glorious - almost 

too hot- and they were able to stroll along 

the sea front in wonderful sunshine. After 

a delicious lunch at the Bedford Hotel 

some people chose to enjoy the sunshine 

again whilst some opted for a post lunch 

snooze in the comfortable hotel lounge. 

On Saturday 2nd September some of our younger     

members enjoyed a trip around Poole Harbour on the 

 Dolphin 3.  A great time was had by all and fortunately 

 we had the most beautiful weather.  Terri Tonks was  

even allowed to steer the boat (under strict supervision 

 of course)!  

 


