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Da Vincis Annual Dinner  The annual ‘Cucina di Campagna’    

dinner took place at Da Vincis on 

Thursday 8th April. A fantastic 3 course 

meal with wines accompanying each 

course, supplied by Templar Wines, 

with the evening raising an amazing 

£2351. A huge thank you to Diana    

Andrews for organising this brilliant  

annual event in aid of Dorset Blind  

Association.  

To celebrate our centenary, we’re inviting you to join 

our 100 Club! 

We’re looking for 100 members to join as an individual, 

friends, community group, business or school and donate 

or raise £100 to ensure those living with sight loss in your  

community are supported for many more years to come. 

To join the 100 club and make your donation or receive your fundraising 

pack please contact us: www.dorsetblind.org.uk/100club   

email: fundraising@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Telephone: 01202 712864 
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Card Payments  A reminder that  we now have the facility to take  

payments by debit or credit card and  it helps reduce our administration 

costs if payments are made in this way. Please use this facility, where   

possible, for any  purchases from the Resource Centre, as well as for any 

other payments you want or need to make to us. 

Don’t forget to pass me on! 

If you receive a printed copy of 

the Link, this is just to remind you 

to try and pass it on when you 

have finished with it  yourself.    

Offer it to a friend, neighbour or 

work colleague to read. It helps 

to spread the word about our 

work and how we help people   

throughout Dorset and it might  

encourage someone else to join 

us as a volunteer or to make a   

financial  donation or  other offer 

of help.  

Can we send you the Link by   

e-mail ?  

A growing number of  members and 

volunteers chose now to receive their 

copy of the Link by e-mail.  This not 

only means that they receive this 

more quickly, but it saves on printing 

and postage costs, so if you are 

someone who uses  e-mail and you 

are happy to receive future editions of 

the Link in this way, please contact Jo 

at the office on 01202 712869 or        

e-mail jo@dorsetblind.org.uk to let her 

know. 

Moving with the times  We are now able to send you the Link on a USB 

stick.  If you want to receive the Link in this format in future  please contact 

Jo on 01202 712869 or email her on jo@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Vision 2018 

There is an advice and technology day being held on Thursday 19th July 

from 1pm – 4pm  in the conference room in the Education centre at the 

Royal Bournemouth Hospital. For more details please contact Wendy 

Wade on 07936045511  



 

 

Finding the right balance 

Hello and a very warm welcome to the spring edition of the  

Dorset Link, the first edition in our centenary year. 

As part of Dorset Blind Association reaching this landmark 

age, we have been researching the charities history and it has 

been fascinating to uncover all sorts of information and detail 

about the past. We all owe a vote of thanks to Jo Randall, our Office and 

Services Manager for taking the lead on this work and during the year 

ahead we will use the Link to share with you all some of the more  

interesting material she has unearthed. 

While I am really enjoying the opportunity to look back at the past I am    

regularly reminded that however interesting the past may be, it will always 

be the future which needs most of my focus. There is absolutely no doubt in 

my mind that the Dorset Blind Association will still be wanted and needed 

for many years to come, perhaps even another hundred years or more, so 

while I enjoy looking back and reflecting on our history, and know we can  

always learn something useful from it, managing the pressures of today and 

ensuring we are here and strong tomorrow will always be my priority. 

Finding the right balance for this mix of reflective consideration of the past 

and looking ahead to the future is always difficult, but I try to think of it as 

similar to driving my car. The windscreen which allows me to look ahead is 

so much bigger than the rear view mirror which allows me to look behind 

and this reflects the relative importance of each. Drivers who only look in 

the rear view mirror, or look it in too much, tend not to have their driving     

licence for long! 

Dorset Blind Association is your charity and I feel a great sense of             

responsibility being trusted to run it, so, as with driving my car and using 

both my windscreen and mirror, while some looking behind is always      

useful, I will continue to mainly look ahead. 

I hope that with this approach our road ahead together will not be too 

bumpy, but there will always be challenges and so I want to remind you, 

please, to keep supporting our work as much as you can. As well as        

celebrating the hundred years past, we have to make sure we are also 

ready for the next hundred years ahead! 

With my best wishes to you all, as always, 

Jonathan 



 

 

    In Memory Gifts 

Many members kindly remember the work of the Dorset Blind Association 

when they die by leaving the charity a legacy. This may not be possible for 

everyone we help, but as an alternative, or even as well as a legacy, the 

other way in which we are often helped when a member dies is by   

donations being made in that person’s memory. 

It is common practice now for people to ask for donations to be made to a 

nominated charity instead of flowers at funerals and if it is your wish that the 

Dorset Blind Association should be that nominated charity and is to be  

supported in this way then please make sure that your next-of-kin is aware 

of this. 

Thank you to everyone who chooses to support our work with either a 

legacy or through In Memory donations – your gifts will enable us to  

continue to help others with sight loss in the future.  

The Way We Were 

Did you know our first 

Chairman was Ella  

Castlemann- Smith and 

she remained our  

Chairman until her 

death in 1953.   

Ella was also Mayor of 

Blandford for 4  

consecutive years,  

1931-1934, and in 1935 was made 

an Honorary Freeman of the  

Borough; she was Mayor again in 

1953. The photo shows Ella in 1931.   

The photo is by courtesy of  the 

 Blandford Town Museum 

Our first home teacher , Lucy 

Scholes was  employed by us in 

1926 and in her first 3 months paid 

300 visits to visually impaired    

people living mainly in the Bridport, 

Dorchester, Poole, Wareham and 

Weymouth areas. 

Lucy Scholes was able to cover this 

area because DBA  provided her 

with a car and even paid for her to 

have lessons. 

Lucy reports that during this period 

she covered over 2,500 miles once 

the car behaved itself after being 

overhauled! 

Over the past year I have been researching DBA’s history and found that we 

have been helping visually impaired people in practical ways for 100 years 

and over the next year or so I will try to being to you some of the more  

interested facts from DBA’s history. Here are the first two. Jo. 



 

 

What’s been happening in Your Association! 

Sherborne Christmas Tree Festival 

At the yearly festival, pride of place in the  

entrance hall of the Methodist Church was taken 

by the DBA Xmas Tree decorated by the  

Sherborne Handicraft Club. Beautiful handmade 

colourful woven diamonds, pretty decorated  

cut-out cupcakes and crackers bearing seasonal 

jokes were carefully crafted to dress the tree by 

our visually impaired members. 

News from our Charity Shop: 

A massive thank you to our 

lovely friends at the Shopfitting 

Warehouse, Sturminster  

Marshall for their incredibly 

generous donation of shelving 

and other merchandising 

equipment for our charity shop 

at Ferndown. Very kind and  

really appreciated! 

A Big Thank you! 

Thank you to the Mayor of  

Weymouth & Portland for the £100 

cheque which enabled our  members 

of  Weymouth Socialeyes to  have a 

great Christmas Party  



 

 

       News from the Bournemouth  

      Social Club  

The Bournemouth Club members 

were entertained by the enthusiastic 

members of the Quaysiders Choir at 

their first meeting of 2018. After the 

festive seasonal break members were 

keen to catch up with their friends and 

enjoyed a singalong to the lively 

tunes. The friendly choir stayed to 

chat after their performance and  

everyone benefitted from the cheering 

music and warming refreshments. 

Bridport club News 

The Rotarians provided the afternoon's 

tea and entertainment for both the  

members and helpers at one of the 

Bridport Club’s meetings in March. 

They enjoyed a game of domino bingo 

followed by a sing-a-long/name that tune, 

played on the organ by Tony (Rotarian).  

Followed by a large variety of sandwiches 

and home made cake, with the music 

continuing as a pleasant background for the rest of the afternoon. This is an 

annual event which is much appreciated by all, especially the helpers who 

get a break. 

Fish N Chips anyone? 

On 6th March Ferndown Blind 

Club invited Dave Palmer from 

the DBA to join them at their Fish 

& Chip Lunch - followed by  

entertainment with Fred Stark 

and his Disco Quiz.  A Club  

volunteer told us ‘Dave was 

always a willing helper when we 

were struggling for drivers so we 

were delighted to welcome him 

as our ‘Special Guest’ prior to his 

final retirement.’ 

https://www.facebook.com/karsbergs/photos/pcb.1900762446853458/1900762420186794/?type=3
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Belated Seasons Greetings 

I know is seems a long time ago now 

but here are a few photo’s  from our 

members from Poole (1), Dorchester, 

(2)  and Weymouth Socialeyes (3)  

enjoying themselves at  Christmas. 

Indoor short mat bowls 

Short mat bowling  has started 

at West Moors Bowls club and is  

looking for new members.    

If you are interested and would like  

more details  please contact  Gill  

Ambrose on 07388 117054. 
  

Ten Pin Bowling 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our members had a fun time bowling 

at Bowlplex Poole Branksome. This 

is the first time we've done this and 

we're looking for more of you to get 

involved! 

If you would like to take part in  

bowling, it's only £3 to play! Please 

contact Moira on 077092167977 or 

at moira@dorsetblind.org.uk 

https://www.facebook.com/BowlplexPooleBranksome/?fref=mentions


 

 

Fundraising Update 

Thanks to everyone who  

donated money to us during 

the Big Give Campaign. We 

have managed to raise a  

staggering £24,618.20!!! 

We had great 

fun at the J.P 

Morgan   

Festive Fair 

raising a  

fantastic 

£223.60! Thank you to J.P. Morgan 

for having us! 

The Society for Poole held their 

Christmas event 

at the end of 

2017 . The party 

itself raised £100 

for charity and 

during the event 

Mike Pearce, 

Chairman of the  

Society, was also 

pleased to hand over a further 

cheque for £100 to Maria  

Grundmann, our Chair of the Board 

of Trustees. The money was raised 

at the Society’s annual lunch in  

November. 

A massive thank you to Colten 

Care’s Avon Cliff who nominated us 

as their charity of the year for 2017 

and raised over £800 through a     

series of events including a Hawaiian

-themed 

summer   

party, a quiz 

night and a 

Christmas 

fayre. 

A huge thanks once again to The 

Sandford Pub for raising £540.38 at 

their Christmas Quiz night! We are  

incredibly appreciative for their  

continued support of our charity. 

The photo 

shows Jamie 

from The  

Sandford Pub 

handing over 

cheque to  

Helena and 

Amanda  

https://www.facebook.com/jpmorgan/?fref=mentions
https://www.facebook.com/thesandfordpub/
https://www.facebook.com/thesandfordpub/


 

 

The Big Row 

On Friday 9th March 10 local business teams 

descended on Bournemouth Square for the Big 

Row 2018. The aim for each business was to 

see who could row 10,000 metres the fastest 

with teams of 4-6 people. This year’s winners 

were the reigning  champions Nationwide. 

They received a team voucher for the Cyantist        

Escape Room and six 30 minute massages from BWT Physio. Overall the 

event raised an incredible £1429.30! 

Virtual Race Night – Weymouth  

Join us at Pilgrim House, Weymouth 

on Friday 27th April for our annual  

 virtual race night in association with 

The Rotary Club in Weymouth. A 

great night out with friends and fellow 

members of the DBA, tickets are only 

£12pp which includes a fish and chip supper. Place your bets on your winning 

horse and be in with a chance of winning some fantastic prizes in the raffle. 

Call Sam on 07874006178 to book your tickets.  

Our prestigious motor 

show returns to  

Lulworth Castle for its 

4th year on Sunday 13th 

May, set to be a great 

day out for all ages! The 

Castle Showground will offer 100+ motor display, stall holders, catering, live 

entertainment and kids area with bouncy castle and a visit from Peppa Pig. 

Car entries are £10.00pp arrival at 9:30am, with free entry to the general 

public to the showground from 12:00pm. Contact Helena for more  

information or to book your car entry : 

01202 712864 / helena@dorsetblind.org.uk.  

mailto:helena@dorsetblind.org.uk


 

 

Fancy winning £25,000?  

Sign up to our weekly lottery to be in with a 

chance of winning £25,000 every week! For 

only £1 a week, you can make a real  

difference to visually impaired people in your 

local area. Sign up now by calling 01202 

712864 or go to www.unitylottery.co.uk/charity/

display/dorset-blind-association 

Shop with Amazon? Dorset Blind  

Association can now benefit every time 

you shop online! Register with Amazon 

Smile today to help support us:  https://

smile.amazon.co.uk/ 

Can you help? 

We will be doing bucket collections at Haskins Ferndown throughout  

August – can you spare a couple of hours to help us? If so please call 

our fundraising volunteer Liz on 01202 712864  

or email fundraising@dorsetblind.org.uk 

The dates are:  

Thursday 9th 

Friday 10th 

Friday 17th 

Thursday 23rd 

Friday 24th 

 

http://www.unitylottery.co.uk/charity/display/dorset-blind-association
http://www.unitylottery.co.uk/charity/display/dorset-blind-association
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/


 

 

Information Briefing 

Breakthrough in the treatment of Age Related Macular Degeneration 

The first patients to receive a new treatment derived from stem cells for 

people with wet age-related macular degeneration (AMD) have regained 

enough vision to be able to read.  

AMD is the most common cause of sight loss in the UK, and can lead to a 

rapid loss of central (reading) vision. The two patients who underwent the 

procedure, a woman in her early 60s and a man in his 80s, had wet AMD 

and declining vision.  

The study investigated whether the diseased cells at the back the patients’ 

affected eye could be replenished using the stem cell based patch. A  

specially engineered surgical tool was used to insert the patch under the 

retina in the affected eye of each patient in an operation lasting one to two 

hours.  

The patients were monitored for 12 months and reported improvements to 

their vision. They went from not being able to read at all even with glasses, 

to reading 60-80 words per minute with normal reading glasses.  

Douglas Waters, 86, from Croydon, London, was one of two people who 

had received the treatment at Moorfields Eye Hospital. He developed      

severe wet AMD in July 2015 and received the treatment three months later 

in his right eye.  

He said: “In the months before the operation my sight was really poor and I 

couldn’t see anything out of my right eye. I was struggling to see things 

clearly, even when up-close. After the surgery my eyesight improved to the 

point where I can now read the newspaper and help my wife out with the 

gardening. It’s brilliant what the team have done and I feel so lucky to have 

been given my sight back.” 

The study is a major milestone for the London Project to Cure Blindness, 

which is a partnership between Professor Pete Coffey from University    

College London and Professor Lyndon da Cruz, a retinal surgeon at     

Moorfields Eye Hospital NHS Foundation Trust.  

Professor Lyndon da Cruz said: “The results suggest that this new         

therapeutic approach is safe and provides good visual outcomes. The     

patients who received the treatment had very severe AMD, and their        

improved vision will go some way towards enhancing their quality of life. 

                                                                                                       /contd …..  



 

 

      /contd ….”We recognise that this is a small group of patients, but we 

hope that what we have learned from this study will benefit many more in 

the future.” 

Professor Pete Coffey said: “This study represents real progress in           

regenerative medicine and opens the door to new treatment options for 

people with age-related macular degeneration. We hope this will lead to an 

affordable ‘off-the-shelf’ therapy that could be made available to NHS      

patients within the next five years.  The results of this ground breaking   

clinical study described the implantation of a specially engineered patch of 

retinal pigment epithelium cells derived from stem cells to treat people with 

sudden severe sight loss from wet AMD. It is hoped that it will also help 

treat dry AMD in the future. 

Warning for subscribers 

Citizens Advice is warning people about getting stuck with subscriptions 

after new research reveals people are wasting hundreds of pounds on 

them when they’re no longer wanted. 

Analysis of 500 cases reported to the Citizens Advice consumer service 

between June and August 2017 reveals that companies can make it hard 

to cancel a subscription with 9 in 10 people prevented from doing so after 

initially asking. Common reasons for turning down a cancellation include 

being told to use a specific method, like the phone, or to give more than a 

month’s notice. 

People also reported not being made aware they had signed up for a   

subscription in the first place, or that their contract would continue on an 

auto renewal basis. 

With subscriptions now being offered across a range of goods and        

services, from beauty products to TV streaming, Citizens Advice is urging 

people to check the small print before they sign up to one to make sure 

they know what the cancellation rights are and that they look reasonable. 

If you don’t think they are reasonable, don’t sign up. 

Remember you’ve got a cooling off period if you buy online 

If you bought the subscription online, the law says you usually have 14 

days to get your money back if you change your mind. However, you might 

not be able to get a refund if you start using the service straight away. 

 /contd….. 



 

 

Take Five to Stop Fraud 

Take Five to Stop Fraud is part of the national campaign to 

tackle fraud. It encourages people to take 5 minutes to stop 

and think before giving any information which may make 

them the next victim of fraud 

Remember a genuine bank or organisation will never contact 

you out of the blue to ask you for your PIN, full password or to move money 

to another account. Only give your personal financial details to use a      

service you know and trust and that you were expecting to contact you. 

Don’t be tricked into giving a fraudster your personal or financial details. 

Never automatically click on a link in an unexpected e-mail or text. 

Always question uninvited approaches in case it is a scam. Remember, if it 

sounds too good to be true, it probably isn’t! 

Unfair and inaccessible 

The RNIB Campaigns team is currently working to highlight the challenges 

of the Personal Independence Payment (PIP) process for blind and partially 

sighted people. Unfit processes around PIP assessments and poor         

decision making by assessors are leading to some people being refused 

this crucial benefit, leaving them distressed and financially worse off. 

RNIB are calling on the Department for Work and Pensions to ensure the 

PIP assessment and decision making processes are fair for all blind and 

partially sighted people and that the assessment process is properly        

accessible for people with sight loss, taking into consideration their           

individual needs. 

RNIB are encouraging people to contact their MP to voice their concerns 

on this issue and can provide a template letter for this. 

Contact details for the Campaigns team are campaigns@rnib.org.uk or   

telephone 020 7391 2123 

/contd ….  Follow the cancellation policy 

Make sure you follow the cancellation policy set out in your contract when 

you’re ready to end your subscription. Don’t stop your payment without 

checking what else is required first – otherwise your subscription may not 

be cancelled and you could be liable for any missed payments. 

mailto:campaigns@rnib.org.uk
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Useful Numbers: 
Bournemouth Social         
Services: 01202 454979 
 
Poole Social Services: 
01202 633902 
 
Dorset Social Services: Helpline 
01305 221016 
 
Bournemouth Eye Unit: 
01202 704181 
 
Dorset County Hospital: 
01305 251150 
 
Dept Works & Pensions: 
01202 858555 or 01202 858556 
 
AGE UK Dorchester  
01305 26944 
AGE UK Bournemouth  
 01202 530530 
 
RNIB: 0303 1239999 
 
NHS Direct:  111 
 
Macular  Society 
Helpline: 0300 3030111  

 
Nystagmus Network 
0845 634 2630/ 07493324218 
 
sedcat (the BAT Bus and 
 Community Cars)  01202 534027  
 
Blind Veterans UK 
0800 389 7979 
 
Millbrook Healthcare 
033 300 300 10 
 

Contact Details: 

Jonathan Holyhead, CEO 

jonathan@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Direct Line: 01202 712861 

Equipment & Advice Centre - 
01202 712869  

Opening hours: 

9.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. Mon. to Fri. 

Office and Services Manager 

Jo Randall—Tel: 01202 712865 

Resources Co-ordinator 

Jim Logan  – 07398043194 

Community Support Workers 

Leah Cross  

Tel:  07789 997620/ 01202 712863 

Gill Ambrose 

Tel: 07388 117054 

Moira Kopanycia-Reynolds 

Tel: 07709 216797 

Bev Jones  

Tel: 07801 654079 

Club & Activity Co-Ordinator 

Judy Bannon 

Tel: 07748 212009 

Fundraising  

Amanda Cordrey  or Helena Sinclair 

01202 712864 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please help us to keep our services going 
 

Dorset Blind Association provides practical help and support, delivered 

directly into the community, to help people with sight or hearing loss lead full, 

independent, healthy and socially active lives. 

We work hard to fill the increasingly large gap left by the reduction in local 

health and social care services and for many people we are a valuable      

lifeline as they struggle to come to terms with their sight loss and learn how 

to remain independent. 

It costs about £350,000 each year to run the Dorset Blind Association and 

make everything we now do possible. 

Any amount you are able to donate will help us to maintain all of our         

services. 

Here are just a few examples of what a donation could fund; 

 

 £10 would pay for the refreshments at one of our social or activity club 

meetings. 

 £25 would pay for 5 vulnerable people to be visited in their homes. 

 £50 would pay to keep one of the vehicles for our mobile Equipment and     

Advice Service on the road for one week. 

 £100 would staff that Equipment and Advice vehicle for two days. 

 £250 would staff our Equipment and Advice Centre for one week. 

 £500 would cover the costs of our Help and Support Desk service at the 

Bournemouth Hospital Eye Unit for one month, helping 100 people with  

 practical advice, comfort and reassurance at the time of sight loss  

 diagnosis. 

 £1,000 would pay for 10 visually impaired people of working age to  

 receive specialist training and support to improve their chances of  

 securing employment. 

Thank you 

 

 


