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Da Vincis Annual Dinner  The annual óCucina di Campagnaô    

dinner took place at Da Vincis on 

Thursday 8th April. A fantastic 3 course 

meal with wines accompanying each 

course, supplied by Templar Wines, 

with the evening raising an amazing 

Ã2351. A huge thank you to Diana    

Andrews for organising this brilliant  

annual event in aid of Dorset Blind  

Association.  

To celebrate our centenary, weôre inviting you to join 

our 100 Club! 

Weôre looking for 100 members to join as an individual, 

friends, community group, business or school and donate 

or raise Ã100 to ensure those living with sight loss in your  

community are supported for many more years to come. 

To join the 100 club and make your donation or receive your fundraising 

pack please contact us: www.dorsetblind.org.uk/100club   

email: fundraising@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Telephone: 01202 712864 
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Card Payments  A reminder that  we now have the facility to take  

payments by debit or credit card and  it helps reduce our administration 

costs if payments are made in this way. Please use this facility, where   

possible, for any  purchases from the Resource Centre, as well as for any 

other payments you want or need to make to us. 

Donôt forget to pass me on! 

If you receive a printed copy of 

the Link, this is just to remind you 

to try and pass it on when you 

have finished with it  yourself.    

Offer it to a friend, neighbour or 

work colleague to read. It helps 

to spread the word about our 

work and how we help people   

throughout Dorset and it might  

encourage someone else to join 

us as a volunteer or to make a   

financial  donation or  other offer 

of help.  

Can we send you the Link by   

e-mail ?  

A growing number of  members and 

volunteers chose now to receive their 

copy of the Link by e-mail.  This not 

only means that they receive this 

more quickly, but it saves on printing 

and postage costs, so if you are 

someone who uses  e-mail and you 

are happy to receive future editions of 

the Link in this way, please contact Jo 

at the office on 01202 712869 or        

e-mail jo@dorsetblind.org.uk to let her 

know. 

Moving with the times  We are now able to send you the Link on a USB 

stick.  If you want to receive the Link in this format in future  please contact 

Jo on 01202 712869 or email her on jo@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Vision 2018 

There is an advice and technology day being held on Thursday 19th July 

from 1pm ï 4pm  in the conference room in the Education centre at the 

Royal Bournemouth Hospital. For more details please contact Wendy 

Wade on 07936045511  



 

 

Finding the right balance 

Hello and a very warm welcome to the spring edition of the  

Dorset Link, the first edition in our centenary year. 

As part of Dorset Blind Association reaching this landmark 

age, we have been researching the charities history and it has 

been fascinating to uncover all sorts of information and detail 

about the past. We all owe a vote of thanks to Jo Randall, our Office and 

Services Manager for taking the lead on this work and during the year 

ahead we will use the Link to share with you all some of the more  

interesting material she has unearthed. 

While I am really enjoying the opportunity to look back at the past I am    

regularly reminded that however interesting the past may be, it will always 

be the future which needs most of my focus. There is absolutely no doubt in 

my mind that the Dorset Blind Association will still be wanted and needed 

for many years to come, perhaps even another hundred years or more, so 

while I enjoy looking back and reflecting on our history, and know we can  

always learn something useful from it, managing the pressures of today and 

ensuring we are here and strong tomorrow will always be my priority. 

Finding the right balance for this mix of reflective consideration of the past 

and looking ahead to the future is always difficult, but I try to think of it as 

similar to driving my car. The windscreen which allows me to look ahead is 

so much bigger than the rear view mirror which allows me to look behind 

and this reflects the relative importance of each. Drivers who only look in 

the rear view mirror, or look it in too much, tend not to have their driving     

licence for long! 

Dorset Blind Association is your charity and I feel a great sense of             

responsibility being trusted to run it, so, as with driving my car and using 

both my windscreen and mirror, while some looking behind is always      

useful, I will continue to mainly look ahead. 

I hope that with this approach our road ahead together will not be too 

bumpy, but there will always be challenges and so I want to remind you, 

please, to keep supporting our work as much as you can. As well as        

celebrating the hundred years past, we have to make sure we are also 

ready for the next hundred years ahead! 

With my best wishes to you all, as always, 

Jonathan 



 

 

    In Memory Gifts 

Many members kindly remember the work of the Dorset Blind Association 

when they die by leaving the charity a legacy. This may not be possible for 

everyone we help, but as an alternative, or even as well as a legacy, the 

other way in which we are often helped when a member dies is by   

donations being made in that personôs memory. 

It is common practice now for people to ask for donations to be made to a 

nominated charity instead of flowers at funerals and if it is your wish that the 

Dorset Blind Association should be that nominated charity and is to be  

supported in this way then please make sure that your next-of-kin is aware 

of this. 

Thank you to everyone who chooses to support our work with either a 

legacy or through In Memory donations ï your gifts will enable us to  

continue to help others with sight loss in the future.  

The Way We Were 

Did you know our first 

Chairman was Ella  

Castlemann- Smith and 

she remained our  

Chairman until her 

death in 1953.   

Ella was also Mayor of 

Blandford for 4  

consecutive years,  

1931-1934, and in 1935 was made 

an Honorary Freeman of the  

Borough; she was Mayor again in 

1953. The photo shows Ella in 1931.   

The photo is by courtesy of  the 

 Blandford Town Museum 

Our first home teacher , Lucy 

Scholes was  employed by us in 

1926 and in her first 3 months paid 

300 visits to visually impaired    

people living mainly in the Bridport, 

Dorchester, Poole, Wareham and 

Weymouth areas. 

Lucy Scholes was able to cover this 

area because DBA  provided her 

with a car and even paid for her to 

have lessons. 

Lucy reports that during this period 

she covered over 2,500 miles once 

the car behaved itself after being 

overhauled! 

Over the past year I have been researching DBAôs history and found that we 

have been helping visually impaired people in practical ways for 100 years 

and over the next year or so I will try to being to you some of the more  

interested facts from DBAôs history. Here are the first two. Jo. 



 

 

Whatôs been happening in Your Association! 

Sherborne Christmas Tree Festival 

At the yearly festival, pride of place in the  

entrance hall of the Methodist Church was taken 

by the DBA Xmas Tree decorated by the  

Sherborne Handicraft Club. Beautiful handmade 

colourful woven diamonds, pretty decorated  

cut-out cupcakes and crackers bearing seasonal 

jokes were carefully crafted to dress the tree by 

our visually impaired members. 

News from our Charity Shop: 

A massive thank you to our 

lovely friends at the Shopfitting 

Warehouse, Sturminster  

Marshall for their incredibly 

generous donation of shelving 

and other merchandising 

equipment for our charity shop 

at Ferndown. Very kind and  

really appreciated! 

A Big Thank you! 

Thank you to the Mayor of  

Weymouth & Portland for the Ã100 

cheque which enabled our  members 

of  Weymouth Socialeyes to  have a 

great Christmas Party  


