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Dancing the Night Away   

Our annual ball took place once again this 

year on Saturday 13th October at The  

Hilton Hotel, Bournemouth, to officially  

celebrate our 100th Birthday. The event was 

a prestigious affair, welcoming over 160 

guests including, our President, James 

Weld of Lulworth Estate and our Patrons, 

Julian and Emma Fellowes.  

This fantastic evening offered a three course meal, live entertainment, 

 auction, raffle and casino. We are overwhelmed to announce that the  

evening raised a phenomenal £22,705! Thank you to all who attended or  

supported the evening in some way. If you would like to join us next year at 

our Masquerade Ball, the date is Saturday 26th October.  

Big Give Christmas Challenge 2018  

Once again, we are lucky enough to be taking part in 

the Big Give Christmas Challenge with the aim to 

raise a fantastic £15,000! By supporting this  

challenge, your  donation will be DOUBLED, having 

twice the impact.  

The funds raised will enable us to run our social clubs 

across the county for the whole of 2019.  
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Card Payments  A reminder that  we now have the facility to take  

payments by debit or credit card and  it helps reduce our administration 

costs if payments are made in this way. Please use this facility, where   

possible, for any  purchases from the Resource Centre, as well as for any 

other payments you want or need to make to us. 

Don’t forget to pass me on! 

If you receive a printed copy of 

the Link, this is just to remind you 

to try and pass it on when you 

have finished with it  yourself.    

Offer it to a friend, neighbour or 

work colleague to read. It helps 

to spread the word about our 

work and how we help people   

throughout Dorset and it might  

encourage someone else to join 

us as a volunteer or to make a   

financial  donation or  other offer 

of help.  

Can we send you the Link by   

e-mail ?  

A growing number of  members and 

volunteers chose now to receive their 

copy of the Link by e-mail.  This not 

only means that they receive this 

more quickly, but it saves on printing 

and postage costs, so if you are 

someone who uses  e-mail and you 

are happy to receive future editions of 

the Link in this way, please contact Jo 

at the office on 01202 712869 or        

e-mail jo@dorsetblind.org.uk to let her 

know. 

Moving with the times  We are now able to send you the Link on a USB 

stick.  If you want to receive the Link in this format in future  please contact 

Jo on 01202 712869 or email her on jo@dorsetblind.org.uk 

 
Christmas Opening Hours The Equipment and Advice Centre and 

office will be closed from 5pm on Friday  21st December, 2018 and 

re-open on Wednesday 2nd January 2019. 



 

 

Not sorry to repeat myself  

Hello and a very warm welcome to the winter edition of the 

Dorset Link.  

Later in this edition of the Link there is a short report on the  

recent AGM. At the AGM we always present the Annual  

Report and Accounts for the previous complete year and that  

always serves to remind me how long I have been at Dorset Blind  

Association. This year’s report was my 13th and so as well as that meaning 

I have now  written 13 annual reports it also means I have written over 50 

“hello and welcome” pieces for the Link newsletter. 

Which I hope gives me at least some partial excuse and justification for the 

fact that I know I often repeat myself in what I say to you all in the Link and 

to the wider world in the Annual Report. There are, after all, only so many 

things I can say about Dorset Blind Association which are new or different 

and anyway, the reality is that it is the same few key things and messages 

which constantly matter, so repeating them and reminding ourselves  

regularly about them is actually a good thing. 

When I thought about the most important things I repeatedly say and  

wondered to myself, “What’s my favourite?”, the answer was easy. My  

favourite repeat is what I was brought up to believe is probably the single 

most important thing to always remember to say - the two simple words, 

“Thank you”, and top of my list of favourite people to keep thanking will  

always be our wonderful volunteers. 

We all know why Dorset Blind Association needs to exist, but it can only  

exist and thrive and achieve all that it does because of the kindness and 

generosity of so many people who volunteer their time, skills, energy and 

enthusiasm to help our members.  

So, I am most definitely not at all sorry to repeat myself when I say again, 

“Thank you” to all of our volunteers, whatever role you fill and however you 

help. Please always know that all you do and all you give is hugely  

appreciated and valued and I hope that Dorset Blind Association will always 

be a charity you are proud to support and belong to. 

On that note I will finish by wishing everyone a peaceful and happy  

Christmas and I am sure everyone will join me in hoping that 2019 is a  

good and positive year for our charity.  

Jonathan 



 

 

    In Memory Gifts 

Many members kindly remember the work of the Dorset Blind Association 

when they die by leaving the charity a legacy. This may not be possible for 

everyone we help, but as an alternative, or even as well as a legacy, the 

other way in which we are often helped when a member dies is by   

donations being made in that person’s memory. 

It is common practice now for people to ask for donations to be made to a 

nominated charity instead of flowers at funerals and if it is your wish that the 

Dorset Blind Association should be that nominated charity and is to be  

supported in this way then please make sure that your next-of-kin is aware 

of this. 

Thank you to everyone who chooses to support our work with either a 

legacy or through In Memory donations – your gifts will enable us to  

continue to help others with sight loss in the future 

The Way We Were 

Did you know  … 

The first edition of the Dorset Link was 

published in 1988. The aim of the  

newsletter was to inform and entertain 

according to a press release.   

It appears to have been received well 

as the first three issues were sent to 

2,500 VIP’s .There was a competition 

in the first edition asking the readers  

 

to suggest a name for the newsletter. The winners were 

Betty White of Sherborne and Percy Bradbury of  

Sturminster Newton who both suggested ‘The Link’ 

The first editions were just produced in large print ,  

however  we now send it out in 6 formats, large print, 

tape, cd, braille, usb’s and email.   

  
The photo shows a Mrs Beryl Legg of Dorchester reading  
the Dorset Link. 

  



 

 

What’s been happening in Your Association! 

Our Christchurch shop is open! 

In the last edition of the Link I told you that we were moving forward with our 

second charity shop, which was in Christchurch. 

I am very pleased to report that this shop opened for business in early  

October and was then officially opened on the 29th of October, with the Lord 

Lieutenant of Dorset kindly doing the honours and cutting the ribbon. 

(Pictured here with Tracey, Gary and myself) 

The new staff at the shop, Gary and Tracey introduce themselves  

elsewhere in this Link, but I can tell you that both are already settling into 

their roles and showing that they will become really valuable members of our 

team. 

There is a really warm, friendly and welcoming atmosphere at the shop and 

although it will, of course, take time, with hard work and perseverance I am 

sure that this shop will be as successful for us as the first at Ferndown has 

proved to be. 

All members and volunteers can support the new Christchurch shop by  

donating good quality, used or otherwise unwanted items to be sold there. If 

you can donate and would like this to be collected from you please call the 

office on 01202 712865 and Jo or Coreen will be pleased to arrange that for 

you. 

The other key ingredient to this shop becoming successful is making sure we 

have sufficient volunteers helping there. There are various ways people can 

help, both on the shop floor and in the stock preparation area and if this is 

something you are interested in 

please call Gary or Tracey at the 

shop, on 01202 021132 for a chat 

about this. 

Please also don’t forget to tell any 

friends or family you have in the 

Christchurch area about the shop, 

to encourage them to also donate 

goods for sale, to think about  

volunteering and also, of course, to 

shop there! 

Jonathan 



 

 

 Report on last financial year 

Our AGM took place on 18th October and saw the presentation of our  

Annual Report and Accounts for the financial year which ended on 31st 

March 2018. 

We are pleased to report a positive performance in financial year 2017/18. 

Our hard work during the year was rewarded with increased income and by 

careful control of expenditure we were able to increase both the actual 

amount, and the proportion of funds, directly spent on charitable activities. 

On a turnover of just over £456,000 (previous year just over £390,000),  

after all adjustments are made we achieved a modest surplus of around 

£6,500, which we consider is acceptable and appropriate for our size of  

charity. 

This financial performance is considered to be even more commendable as it 

was achieved in a year when legacy income was much lower than it has 

been in other recent years. The increase in overall income partly reflected 

the contribution being made by the charity shop at Ferndown and also a 

strong performance in fundraising.  

Say Hello to our new Sight Loss 

Advisor at Dorchester Royal Eye  

Infirmary.  

Jess is a volunteer and 

is visually impaired. 

She will be popping  

into the eye depart-

ment most weeks to 

promote the services 

of DBA and help with patient queries. 

Anyone needing further assistance 

from us will then receive a home visit.  

Jess is really excited to be doing this 

for DBA. She says 'DBA have helped 

me in the past and I think they are a 

great charity. So I want to pass that 

onto others'. 

It’s a dogs life! 

Guide dog Anouka brought her  

human Sam along to a Guiding  

practice session at Dorset County 

hospital. The nurses in Medical  

Outpatients all enjoyed finding out 

more about Guide dogs but also how 

best to help any visually impaired 

people that attend hospital. This is 

an ongoing project that we are  

running to ensure 

that as many staff 

as possible receive 

some awareness 

and guiding  

training.  



 

 

Don’t forget to purchase your  

Christmas Raffle tickets! 

It’s quickly approaching that time of year again 

where we start thinking about Christmas! Our  

annual Christmas Raffle will be taking place once 

again this year with some fantastic prizes, including 

a luxury Christmas hamper, pamper vouchers, B+B 

stay and much, much more.  

Tickets are only £1 each. Fill in the tickets within this edition of the link and 

return the counterfoil to us by 12th December. Raffle to be drawn on the 

17th December. 

Hi, I am Tracey and 

I am happy to be 

part of the Dorset 

Blind Association 

team. I am enjoying 

my new role as  

Assistant Manager 

in the Christchurch 

shop with Gary. I  

previously worked 

for the Salvation  

Army as Shop Manager in  

Westbourne and have also been a 

florist for many years. I enjoy the  

daily challenges of sorting donations, 

managing the lovely volunteers and 

meeting all the customers. I am a bit 

of a traveller having visited the Great 

Wall of China and seen wild 

orangutans in Borneo. I am now  

loving the challenge of helping to 

raise money for such a brilliant 

cause. 

I am Gary, the 

 Manager of the  

latest Dorset Blind 

Association Shop to 

open in  

Christchurch. I am 

really happy to have 

joined the team and 

work for such a 

great charity which 

helps people in my 

home county. I have had lots of  

charity retail experience having 

worked for Scope and most recently 

Save The Children. I would consider 

myself as a fun person and want to 

bring that into my role and engage 

with the local community. I love our 

new shop and with the support of my 

Assistant Manager, Tracey I am sure 

we will take it from strength to 

strength  

Say hello to the new members of staff at our Christchurch Shop. 



 

 

Volunteer Centenary Celebrations 

On Thursday 12th July 2018 we held our 

Volunteers Centenary Celebration and 

were awarded the Queens Award for  

Voluntary Service, recognising the loyalty 

and hard work of our volunteers. The 

event was held at Lulworth Castle to con-

gratulate and thank all of our fantastic  

volunteers that have been doing amazing 

work for the charity and within the local 

community, much of which would not be 

possible without their dedication. The  

celebrations began in the early afternoon and the one hundred and twenty 

volunteer guests were able to enjoy the lovely scenery of Lulworth Castle 

and the surrounding grounds kindly given to us for use by James Weld our 

President and owner of Lulworth Castle and Estate 

The ceremony consisted of speeches from our President James Weld and 

Patron Lord Julian Fellowes welcoming everybody and congratulating the 

hard work of the volunteers and the charity, followed by the presentation of 

The Queen’s Award by the Lord Lieutenant of Dorset, Angus Campbell.  

Individual Volunteer Awards were then presented to some of our long 

standing volunteers for their excellent service to the community. The  

afternoon was a wonderful celebration of the hard work of the charity and 

our wonderful volunteers. 



 

 

Club Round Up 

I know it seems a long time ago now but just to remind us that we did 
have a lovely summer here are some photo’s that have been sent in to us 

Weymouth social eyes  
enjoyed a free tour around 
the water gardens.   

On Wednesday 15th August the 

members and volunteers  of the 

Shaftesbury Club met at Vice  

Chairman Rita Marshall’s home and 

enjoyed a fantastic Summer Tea  

Party.  

Poole social group enjoyed a lovely 

cream tea at The Pear  at Parley 

Swanage club enjoyed an 

outing to the Isle of  

Purbeck Golf Club in July 

where they were treated 

to a double delicious 

cream tea! Warm scones 

plenty of Dorset clotted 

cream and very fruity 

strawberry jam !   

The Poole Working Age Group enjoyed 

meeting up with Weymouth Socialeyes. 

when they visited Weymouth. They had a 

lunch and a chat followed by a long walk 

on the beach .   



 

 

News from Bridport 

In October Jonathan Holyhead 

visited the Bridport Social Club 

to award Margaret Bretherick her 

long service certificate and thank 

her  for  volunteering for DBA for 

10 years. 

Whilst Jonathan was there the 

Bridport Club also gave him a 

donation from their Club for 

DBA. The photo below shows 

Margaret receiving her  

certificate from Jonathan. 

News from North Dorset 

On Saturday 27th October we held 

our annual charity bazaar which is our 

main fundraising event. Once again, 

we were well supported by other local 

charities 

who bought 

table space 

for the  

morning and  

our Club 

 offered a 

raffle, bric a 

brac and 

cakes stall 

and an 

“Adopt a Teddy” stall. In  

addition, Rita and Caroline supplied 

tea and coffee which was very  

welcome on such a cold and frosty 

morning 

Many thanks to all who helped or  

supported the event. 

News From our Ferndown Shop. 

Our Ferndown shop was kindly donated an old Amstrad 

Computer and monitor, along with a quantity of old games. 

It was decided to send them to auction instead of selling in 

the shop and they went to a local auction house, into a  

collectible toys sale and sold for £260!! We are extremely 

thankful for this generous donation!  If you have any old treasures lying 

around the house please consider donating them to us as you never 

know what it's worth! We will always take steps to maximize the sale  

value of donations to benefit our charity and service users. 



 

 

If at first you don’t succeed. 

At a recent get together between Poole and Weymouth working age 

groups Sam Cole learnt about the key fobs issued by Poole Council for the 

digital bus displays.  These key fobs when pressed and pointed at the new 

digital bus displays will speak out load when and what Bus is due at that 

bus stop. 

Unfortunately after investigating the situation Sam found out that in West 

Dorset the audio functions on the displays had been turned off.  Armed 

with a letter from the RNIB stating why Dorset Council had to provide the 

audio information by law, and with a list of 20 names and addresses of 

people who wanted this service Sam contact the council .  After talking to 

the Transport team over a period of several months and with sheer  

persistence Sam has succeeded in them agreeing to gradually switch the 

units back on. 

Sam said “What a big difference this service will make for elderly or  

visually impaired in this area. Take your key fob to a bus stop which has a 

digital display. I love it.  I have never been able to access this  

information before and it means myself and  my guide dog will be able to 

use the buses with confidence. If  you want to use this service in your area 

please call Amanda Evans at  Dorset County Council, (01305) 224518... 

please, please ask, you are entitled to this service.”  

Are you keen to improve your fitness? Would you like to get out 

more? Then why not consider Poole Healthy Walks?   

The Healthy Walk scheme is a national scheme to encourage everyone to 

get out and walk more. Some of our members regularly attend the walk 

around Poole Park Lake on a Thursday at 10.30 am.  Participants meet at 

the rear of the Ark cafe, walk round the lake chatting and finish up in the 

cafe for a hot drink.  It's a great way to get more exercise and meet new 

people and is led by volunteer Walk Leaders. Dorset Blind's Community 

Support Worker often pops along to take a stroll and 

she would love to see more members taking part in 

this activity.  For more information contact 

 Moira  Tel:07709216797 or 

 Email: moira@dorsetblind.org.uk 



 

 

Can you help us? 

Many of our members have been enjoying our Acoustic 

Shooting sessions which are running at Canford School.  

This is a great activity which involves firing a rifle at a target 

whilst wearing headphones. The rifles are fitted with a  

special sight which converts the light signal into sound so the shooter 

 listens to the pitch of the sound and knows that the higher the pitch the 

closer to the bullseye.  This activity is supported by a team of volunteers 

from the Royal Marines and participants benefit from expert and individual 

instruction. Unfortunately due to the range being  

demolished and rebuilt from January 2019, Dorset Blind Association will be 

unable to run this activity for up to 18 months. It would be wonderful if we 

were able to find a shooting range which could accommodate us  

during the rebuild as it would be a shame for members to miss out on this 

activity. If anyone knows of a 10 m range which could offer storage for our 

target boards and tables to rest the gun stands on please get in touch with 

Moira 07709216797 or Gill 07388117054. Many thanks. 

Massage Tuition 

Basic Massage Tuition is being offered to members free of charge by an 

ITEC qualified massage therapist living in Southbourne. A small charge 

may be made for materials. If you are interested please contact Corinne on 

tundra1169@yahoo.co.uk or 07585844284. Please note Dorset Blind  

Association does not provide insurance cover for this activity. 

Fundraising Update 

Green Token Scheme 

Dorset Blind Association have been chosen to be part of ASDA’s 

Green Token Giving programme at both their Bournemouth and 

Poole superstores. Each year, ASDA invest around £1.4M in over 4,000 

good causes via the scheme, which gives back to local organisations. If you 

shop at either of these stores, please do consider popping your tokens in 

the DBA slot. Voting closes at the end of December with the winner  

receiving £500 and 2nd and 3rd benefiting from £200 apiece. 



 

 

Bright for Sight Night Run – 15th September  

On Saturday 15th September, Boscombe  

seafront lit up for sight loss, with over 100 

runners donning their brightest attire to run 

our 5k/10k Bright for Sight Night Run along 

the promenade. The evening kicked off with  

a Clubbercise warm up, getting the runners 

ready to ‘get, set, glow!’ With the support of our event sponsor, Parley 

Optometrists, and our runners raising sponsorship, the evening raised a 

fantastic £3,325.50. 

80’s Night 

At the beginning of October, our marvellous volunteer 

base in Weymouth held a fantastic 80’s Night at The 

New Vic on Weymouth promenade in aid of Dorset 

Blind Association, where just short of £1700 was 

raised through a combination of ticket sales, raffle 

and sponsorship from long-established Dorset  

solicitors firm, Pengillys. There was also a BEST 

DRESSED prize, with ‘Mel and Kim’ stealing the show 

on the night. The event has been running for three 

years now and goes from strength to strength, and is fast becoming a 

highlight of the Weymouth social calendar, so make sure you keep your 

eye out for tickets to next year’s effort! 

Fancy winning £25,000?  

Sign up to our weekly lottery to be in with a 

chance of winning £25,000 every week! For 

only £1 a week, you can make a real  

difference to visually impaired people in your 

local area. Sign up now by calling 01202 

712864 or go to www.unitylottery.co.uk/

charity/display/dorset-blind-association 

http://www.unitylottery.co.uk/charity/display/dorset-blind-association
http://www.unitylottery.co.uk/charity/display/dorset-blind-association


 

 

Southern Union Chorus 

Earlier this month we were lucky 

enough to receive a donation of £500 

from Dorset’s male Barbershop  

harmony singers, the marvellous and 

very friendly Southern Union Chorus. 

Our Community and Corporate  

Fundraiser, Gareth Owens, was invited 

to a local rehearsal and presented with a cheque which was gratefully  

received. The group regularly perform a repertoire of classic and  

contemporary songs, entertaining audiences at a variety of events and 

functions across the county, raising much-needed funds for local charities 

like ourselves. Thanks, guys. 

A Big thank you goes to…. 

We'd like to say a huge thanks to Heather 

Billington and Katherine Howe for  

completing a skydive for us. Between them 

they raised just over £1000!  

And last but not least ! 
  
We would like to say  
  
  
  
  
  
  

to everyone who has supported us  in one way or another in 2018 from our  

volunteers who give their time, the people who raise sponsorship  by  

running,  cycling or flying through the air,  the members who pay their  

membership fees,  through to the organisations and business’s who have  

helped us . Without you we would not be able to help the people that we 

do.—Thank you! 



 

 

Useful Numbers: 
Bournemouth Social         
Services: 01202 454979 
 
Poole Social Services: 
01202 633902 
 
Dorset Social Services: Helpline 
01305 221016 
 
Bournemouth Eye Unit: 
01202 704181 
 
Dorset County Hospital: 
01305 251150 
 
Dept Works & Pensions: 
01202 858555 or 01202 858556 
 
AGE UK Dorchester  
01305 26944 
AGE UK Bournemouth  
 01202 530530 
 
RNIB: 0303 1239999 
 
NHS Direct:  111 
 
Macular  Society 
Helpline: 0300 3030111  

 
Nystagmus Network 
0845 634 2630/ 07493324218 
 
sedcat (the BAT Bus and 
 Community Cars)  01202 534027  
 
Blind Veterans UK 
0800 389 7979 
 
Millbrook Healthcare 
033 300 300 10 
 

Contact Details: 

Jonathan Holyhead, CEO 

jonathan@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Direct Line: 01202 712861 

Equipment & Advice Centre - 
Coreen Barnett - 01202 712869  

Opening hours: 

9.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Mon. to Fri. 

Office and Services Manager 

Jo Randall—Tel: 01202 712865 

Resources Co-ordinator 

Jim Logan  – 07398043194 

Community Support Workers 

Leah Cross  

Tel:  07789 997620/ 01202 712863 

Gill Ambrose 

Tel: 07388 117054 

Moira Kopanycia-Reynolds 

Tel: 07709 216797 

Club & Activity Co-Ordinator 

Judy Bannon 

Tel: 07748 212009 

Fundraising  

Gareth Owens  or Helena Sinclair 

01202 712864 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please help us to keep our services going 
 

Dorset Blind Association provides practical help and support, delivered 

directly into the community, to help people with sight or hearing loss lead full, 

independent, healthy and socially active lives. 

We work hard to fill the increasingly large gap left by the reduction in local 

health and social care services and for many people we are a valuable      

lifeline as they struggle to come to terms with their sight loss and learn how 

to remain independent. 

It costs over £400,000 each year to run the Dorset Blind Association and 

make everything we now do possible. 

Any amount you are able to donate will help us to maintain all of our         

services. 

Here are just a few examples of what a donation could fund; 

 

 £20  Will pay for 5 vulnerable people to be visited in their own homes 

 

 £50  Will pay to keep our mobile equipment vehicle on the road for a  

  week 

 

 £100 Will pay for staff to run 3 Socialeyes sessions 

 

 £325  Will support 1 visually impaired individual for a year 

 

 £500 Will pay for our equipment and advice centre to be open for 2  

  weeks 

 

Thank you 

 

 


