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Bright For Sight Night Run 

On a very cold and windy night 

back in May Dorset Blind  

Association's first ever Bright for 

Sight Night Run in Weymouth 

took place.  It was  sponsored by 

Friths Opticians and raised just 

over £1,300 this year! Thank you 

to everyone that attended and 

made the event such a success! 

Special thanks to all the fantastic volunteers for helping us on the night and 

thanks to Weymouth Pavilion that let contestants shelter there whilst  

waiting for the run to start! 

Don’t worry if you  want to run for us and think you have missed out, there 

is our Bright for Sight Run  being held along Boscombe beach on 

September 14th. Entry is £15 per person and advanced registration is 

 essential through eventbrite - please note we are unable to accept  

entries on the day. Registration opens at 7:30pm, run will start at 8:30pm.   
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Card Payments  A reminder that  we now have the facility to take  

payments by debit or credit card and  it helps reduce our administration 

costs if payments are made in this way. Please use this facility, where   

possible, for any  purchases from the Resource Centre, as well as for any 

other payments you want or need to make to us. 

Don’t forget to pass me on! 

If you receive a printed copy of 

the Link, this is just to remind you 

to try and pass it on when you 

have finished with it  yourself.    

Offer it to a friend, neighbour or 

work colleague to read. It helps 

to spread the word about our 

work and how we help people   

throughout Dorset and it might  

encourage someone else to join 

us as a volunteer or to make a   

financial  donation or  other offer 

of help.  

Can we send you the Link by   

e-mail ?  

A growing number of  members and 

volunteers chose now to receive their 

copy of the Link by e-mail.  This not 

only means that they receive this 

more quickly, but it saves on printing 

and postage costs, so if you are 

someone who uses  e-mail and you 

are happy to receive future editions of 

the Link in this way, please contact Jo 

at the office on 01202 712869 or        

e-mail jo@dorsetblind.org.uk to let her 

know. 

Moving with the times  We are now able to send you the Link on a USB 

stick.  If you want to receive the Link in this format in future  please contact 

Jo on 01202 712869 or email her on jo@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Vision 2019 

Vision 2019, RNIB are holding an advice and support day for those          

affected by sight loss.  The event will run from 11 am – 3 pm on Saturday 

7th September 2019 in the Outpatients waiting area of the Eye Unit. 

For further details please ring Wendy Wade on  07763572758  



 

 

 

A huge achievement 

Hello and a very warm welcome to the summer edition of the 

Link. 

Since the last edition of the Link I have been performing one 

of my most enjoyable tasks in my role as CEO, and that is 

giving out long service awards to many of our wonderful volunteers. 

For those of you who don’t already know, we like to give certificates to 

volunteers who reach certain milestones in their length of service, just 

as a small token of our thanks and appreciation for all that they do. The 

first milestone is 10 years and then every 5 years after and it is           

testimony to the dedication and loyalty of our volunteers that so many 

reach these lengths of service. 

This year alone the total year’s of service given by volunteers qualifying 

for long service awards is an incredible 425 years. I don’t know about 

you but I think that is remarkable and certainly something we should all 

celebrate. Those volunteers are spread amongst all of our services and 

include volunteers at 8 of our clubs and also people who do home  

visiting, provide help as drivers or help with our fundraising.  

Later in this Link there are photos and reports for the long service 

presentations at several of the clubs, including for one volunteer who 

has now reached the landmark of volunteering for 40 years.  

I have said it so many times before, and it continues to be true, these 

wonderful people are truly the lifeblood of Dorset Blind Association and 

make so much of what the charity does possible. They are an inspiration 

and positive example to us all and it will always be my greatest pleasure 

and privilege to thank all of our volunteers, on behalf of all our members 

that they help in so many ways. 

I hope that everyone enjoys a good summer.  

With my very best wishes to you all as always, 

Jonathan 
 



 

 

    In Memory Gifts 

Many members kindly remember the work of the Dorset Blind              

Association when they die by leaving the charity a legacy. This may not 

bepossible for everyone we help, but as an alternative, or even as well 

as a legacy, the other way in which we are often helped when a member 

dies is by  donations being made in that person’s memory. 

It is common practice now for people to ask for donations to be made to 

a nominated charity instead of flowers at funerals and if it is your wish 

that the Dorset Blind Association should be that nominated charity and is 

to be supported in this way then please make sure that your next-of-kin 

is aware of this. 

Thank you to everyone who chooses to support our work with either a 

legacy or through In Memory donations – your gifts will enable us to  

continue to help others with sight loss in the future 
  

The Way We Were 

Fundraising has always been important to DBA 

and over the years money has been raised in a 

variety of ways. From sponsored  walks, zip wire 

rides to balloon racing, but perhaps one of the 

more glamourous events was  held for us in 

1938 at the Dorchester Corn Exchange and     

organised by the staff of  Messrs. Hy. Duke & Son, Auctioneers. 

Tickets were 7shillings and 6 pence which is roughly equivalent to £25   

today. 

Appearing at the ball were, Cyril 

Fletcher and Dorothy Squires as well 

as Billy Bissett  and his  

Canadians, who are pictured here, 

whilst Chas.Bell and the Hot Shots 

supplied the dance music.  

Hopefully a good time was had by all. 



 

 

Our charity shops – an update 

Our third shop at Southbourne was officially opened by Maria, our Chair of 

Trustees last month and Julia, our manager, and her team are already  

becoming established and starting to achieve the goals set for this shop. 

It’s a lovely, fresh environment at the shop and if you are ever in the  

Southbourne area please be sure to call in. 

The shops at Ferndown and Christchurch are also continuing to make 

good progress and we are now working towards opening the fourth shop, 

at our existing base in Lower Parkstone. The shop fitting work is being 

done at the moment and the shop should open sometime in August. 

Just to remind all members and volunteers that we need you to help our 

charity shops whenever and however you can, be that with donations of 

goods which can be sold, or volunteering to help at the shops, or  

encouraging friends or family to become volunteers. 

There is always room for more volunteers at Ferndown, Christchurch and 

Southbourne. Contact the shop managers Tracy, Gary and Julia for more 

information. 

We are also now recruiting volunteers for the new 

shop at Lower Parkstone. Please contact Jo or 

Coreen in the office on 01202 712865 if you need 

more information about volunteering or have any 

goods to donate which you need to be collected. 

Membership reminder      

Please can we remind anyone who has not yet paid their membership fee 

for the current 2019/20 financial year to pay this now as soon as possible. 

The membership fee is an important part now of our overall funding and, 

as it directly helps to fund our services it is absolutely essential that we  

receive this from as many of the people we help as possible. 

If you are at all unsure about whether you have paid your membership fee 

this year or not please contact Jo at the office on 01202 712869 and she 

will be pleased to check this for you. Please remember that you can easily 

pay membership fees, as well as for any purchases from the Resource 

Centre, by telephone using a debit or credit card. Thank you very much for 

your continuing support and please remember, the more you support us, 

the more we can support you. 



 

 

What’s been happening in Your Association! 

Say Hello to:.. 

Hi. I’m Julia and I am the Shop Manager at our latest Dorset 

Blind Association charity shop in Southbourne. Previously, I 

have worked up and down the country over the years, both in 

bookselling management roles and more recently I ran my 

own toyshop in Christchurch for 6 years. Since then I worked 

for two national charities before finding my ‘home’ with  

Dorset Blind Association. 

Southbourne has a strong local community and we’ve been made very 

welcome. We are building a great team of staff and volunteers and the 

shop is going from strength to strength. It is so rewarding that working  

together we are raising money to help change the lives of local people  

Getting back behind the Wheel: 

Many thanks to our Community Support Worker 

Leah Cross who organised the driving            

experience at Henstridge Airfield. Driving school 

2nd 2 None supplied the instructors and dual 

control vehicles for this activity where we paired 

up with Somerset Sight. Close to 40 members 

with visual impairment had the chance to drive 

with some reaching speeds of 92 miles per 

hour! We hope to run this activity again next 

year.  

Socialeyes - DorchesterNew Club for the 18-65 in Dorchester 

We now have a new coffee morning in Dorchester  

for working age members 18-65 

If you would like to come along and meet new people  

please join us from 10am-12pm 

The Shire Hall museum cafe - 3rd Thursday of each month. 

Just turn up or call Leah for more information on 07789997620 



 

 

News from Shaftesbury club 

Shaftesbury club members recently enjoyed their  

annual summer outing to Swanage. There were 

32of them on the coach to the Grand Hotel where 

they enjoyed a delicious lunch. Afterwards they 

travelled back to Corfe Castle on the steam train 

Weymouth Club outing 

Our members of the 

 Weymouth Club also  

enjoyed a day out at  

Swanage recently and the 

photo below shows them 

gathered around the coach. 

Update from the Bridport Clubs 

Bridport Social club recently invited the members of the Socialeyes 

group for working age members to their   annual cream tea. They all met 

at the popular Wishing Well tea rooms in 

Upwey. The scones and cream were the 

best around and they all chatted over 

cups of tea. Afterwards a few members 

wandered around the beautiful gardens 

and threw a penny into the Wishing well. 

Our community workers Bev and Leah 

both hope that the Bridport group will  

invite them all again next year! 

New Club for Weymouth 

We recently launched a new club in 

Weymouth to run alongside our existing 

club due to the large numbers of     

members in the Weymouth area. 

The first meeting was held back in May 

and was a great success. Weymouth 

Ukuleles played for them and there was 

home baked cake on offer.  If you are   

interested in attending please contact  

Bev Jones on 07081 654079. The club is 

held the second Tuesday of the month at 

St Pauls Church Hall on Abbotsbury 

Road, Weymouth  from 2pm-4pm. 



 

 

Dorset Blind morning with Poole Sailability 

We had great weather for both our Sailability taster sessions on 24th May 

and 21st June. The volunteers at both Sailability and DBA did us proud. 

We hope to run sessions next year but if you can't wait why not contact 

Sailability yourself to book a Friday morning taster? 

Email: poole.sailability@gmail.com or phone 07935 068532. 

DBA member Alexis Boseley wrote about her impressions: 

“On Friday 21st June I was lucky enough to be invited by Dorset Blind on 

a Poole Sailability trip.  I was quite excited as I didn’t know what to expect 

- I hadn’t been on such a small sailing boat before.   It was fortuitous that 

my local support worker, Gill Ambrose lives close to me and I could cadge 

a lift to Rockley Park, where Poole Sailability operates from. 

It was an ideal day for sailing as the weather was fine, dry and slightly 

gusty which made for interesting sailing.  For those of you who are not   

familiar with Sailability, it is a charity that is run by experienced volunteers 

who take out people with a variety of disabilities, on short sailing trips 

(approx. 1 hour) to give them the opportunity to have an experience they 

would not normally have access to. 

So we were all kitted out with life saving jackets and given the usual   

safety instructions, and then we were taken on board one of the small 

sailing boats.  For those of you who may have previous sailing              

experience, they were Hawk 20’s, apparently made in Christchurch.  It 

was  perfect weather for sailing around the bay; we each had a go on the 

tiller and handled the sail ropes, as since we mainly sailed but               

occasionally  resorted to the small motor when there was a  lull in the 

wind.  There were four boats out, each with two passengers, two           

experienced volunteers and a skipper, so very safe.  It was great fun and 

something I hope to have the chance of doing 

again.  Even though I couldn’t see everything, 

I felt confident in the people around me.   I 

would recommend you try it, if you have the 

opportunity, just for the experience. 

I would like to thank Moira and Gill of DBA, 

and all the volunteers at Poole Sailability for 

giving us less able people the opportunity of such an experience.” 
The photo shows Ann Turner with her DBA Volunteer 



 

 

Forty years of service 

We celebrate what each and every one of our wonderful volunteers does 

for Dorset Blind Association and each and every one of them has our  

constant thanks and appreciation for all that they do. Every volunteer is a 

special person, but just occasionally one is a little 

more special and what they do for the charity de-

serves slightly higher praise. 

What were you doing 40 years ago? I had just  

finished sitting my “O” level exams, (as they were 

called then) and was starting to enjoy the extend-

ed school summer holiday, which was the  

reward for all 16 year olds who had taken those exams. I certainly had no 

idea that somewhere later in my life I would become involved with a charity 

called Dorset Blind Association and was probably far more interested in  

being on the beach with my friends and following the cricket World Cup,  

being dominated then by the West Indies and with England including 

 players like Ian Botham and Geoffrey Boycott!. 

At that same time, someone very special was just about to enter the life of 

Dorset Blind Association, (or the Dorset County Association for the Blind as 

it was then called) and start a volunteering and service journey which  

remarkably still continues to this day. 

That lady is Judith Horn  

Judith, with the help of her very good 

friend Pam, (another loyal, long-serving 

volunteer) runs our Christchurch and  

Highcliffe club and has been  involved 

there throughout her time as a volunteer. 

But that is just the start of all the help she 

has given to the charity. She helped enable many holidays and outings and 

has spent 32 years as a Trustee of the charity, with 22 of those serving as 

either Chairman or Vice-Chairman and shouldering all the responsibilities 

those roles entail. 

I have tried to calculate the number of hours of her time she has given over 

those 40 years, and I have failed miserably, giving up when my  

running total easily went past the ten thousand mark.  /contd……... 



 

 

Time, however, is just one measurement of what Judith has given over 

her years of service. I’ve already said that I have struggled to calculate 

the hours she has given. What I also absolutely cannot begin to measure 

is the love and affection she has given, both to countless individual  

members and to the Association as a whole. In my time with the charity – 

just 14 years now, so nothing by comparison to Judith! – I have met so 

many people who like me have valued Judith’s steadfast support and   

appreciated the many ways in which she has helped to improve the   

quality of their lives.  

Like all our volunteers, Judith doesn’t seek praise and thanks for what 

she does. She certainly doesn’t seek attention, so will probably be cross 

with me, (for 5 minutes at least!) for including this piece in the Link. But 

on this one occasion I am very happy to 

be in her bad books and will gladly take 

whatever consequence arises from that. 

Judith is someone I count myself incred-

ibly lucky and blessed to have met, is 

most definitely a friend for life and 

someone who is a shining beacon for all 

that is good about our charity.   

Here’s to the next 40 years!  Jonathan 

Summer Outings with our Social Clubs 

Cream teas and Pub lunches have been enjoyed this summer by some of 

our social club members and volunteers. 

Lovely lunches and more scones and cakes than you can shake a stick at; 

requiring doggy bags even for those who 

don’t own dogs. 

Down twisting country lanes to country 

pubs; fancy food (well not too fancy),     

delicious drinks and convivial company. 

High teas on high stands served with pots 

of cream and jam and endless pots of tea.  

The photo shows Barbara at out Poole 

club celebrating her 88th birthday. 



 

 

Ferndown Blind Club 

On Tuesday 9th July 2019. “Curtain 

Up” entertained us all before  

bringing the curtain down on Shirley 

Newman’s 30 years voluntary  

service with the Club. 

Shirley has been the heartbeat of 

the Club and much cherished by all 

the members throughout her       

service.  She has taken on almost 

every task at some stage including 

that of unofficial welfare officer.  At 

her very emotional farewell she was 

presented with a Luxury Garden  

Recliner from her colleagues and a pre-loaded National Garden Centre 

Gift Card from the members in addition to a potted plant for her      

conservatory.  Members, Drivers, Friends and Helpers ensured a rousing 

send off and a surprise visit from CEO Jonathan helped make it an       

unforgettable afternoon for Shirley. The photo shows Shirley being       

presented with her leaving presents. 

All at Sea 

The ever popular Dolphin 3 boat trip will 

be took place on 16th  July. It filled up 

so quickly that Moira booked an extra 

session 29th June which was blessed 

with fantastic weather. We were even 

entertained whilst waiting by the Folk 

festival on Poole Quay! We try to run 

this trip every year but if you want to 

make the most of the summer contact the Friends of Dolphin on 01258 

857806  or bookings@thefriendsofdolphin.co.uk to make a booking! 

The photo shows one of members, Dennis Astrand, getting a chance to 

be a skipper. 

mailto:bookings@thefriendsofdolphin.co.uk


 

 

Drumming Workshop 

Lighthouse group recently tried 

their hands at bongo drumming 

thanks to the generosity of  

percussionist John Spencer. Gill 

and Moira were entrusted with 

shakers and members got stuck in 

with bongo drums, tambourines 

and blocks. Jackie's face in the 

photo says it all! 

If you are interested in drumming John’s contact details are:  

enquiries@johnspencerpercussionist.com 

Volunteer Awards 

As Jonathan mentioned earlier in the Link, one of the duties he looks    

forward to every year is the presentation of long service awards to our  

wonderful volunteers and here are a few photos of some of the  

presentations: Our congratulations and thanks go to them all! 

 

Wareham Club : 

Colin Burtt (10 
years) 

Sherborne Handicraft 

Club ;  

Ben Woolley (10 years) 

Alongside Ben, Caroline 

McCrourt and Monica 

Fowler also received 

long service certificates, 

Caroline for 20 years 

and Monica for 10 years 
  

Shaftesbury Club: 

 Caroline Lloyd (20 yrs),  

Sally O’Shea(15 yrs)  

and Nigel Hocking(10yrs).  

mailto:enquiries@johnspencerpercussionist.com


 

 

Fundraising Update 

The Big Row 2019 

On Friday 3rd May seven local teams including; The Elstead Hotel,         

Nationwide, Bourne Space, Laceys Solicitors, Christchurch Rowing Club 

and Poole Amateur Rowing Club went head to head to row 10,000m in the 

quickest time all to raise money to support visually impaired people across 

Dorset!The virtual rowing challenge that took place in Bournemouth Square 

and raised just under £1000, This year Christchurch Rowing Club and 

Poole Amateur Rowing Club went head-to-

head in their challenge, with Poole Amateur 

Rowing Club coming out on the top with an 

impressive time of just 33:32:   David Younger 

from Nationwide in Bournemouth, said The 

Big Row is “a great way to raise awareness 

and funds for a truly worthy cause, engaging 

local businesses whilst creating a fun and 

competitive environment.” 

Dorset For Singing 

This year, the Weymouth and Portland branch of community choir Dorset 

For Singing kindly supported Dorset Blind Association, voted by the choir 

members. During the year, they managed to raise an impressive £1300 for 

us to put towards our services for local blind and partially sighted people in 

the area. They recently  welcomed us to a rehearsal at All Saints School in 

Wyke Regis for a cheque presentation with our member and ex-trustee, 

Sam Cole. 

DBA  really appreciates Dorset 

For Singing taking it upon 

themselves to raise funds for us. 

It reinforces the knowledge that 

what we’re doing as a charity is 

valued by the Dorset community 

and they’re happy to get behind 

us to play a part in making sure 

we continue our work..  



 

 

LULWORTH MOTOR SHOW 

Thousands visited Lulworth Castle to support our annual Motor Show 

which took place on Sunday 12th May. The hugely successful event  

showcased over 180 cars in the motor display and welcomed over 3,000 

general public visitors, raising an incredible £8,285.70 for Dorset Blind  

Association. 

This prestigious event, now in its fifth year was held within the picturesque 

Lulworth Estate courtesy of our President, James Weld DL. 

The event saw thousands of local supporters, holiday makers and car 

enthusiasts descend on the Castle throughout the day, creating an          

incredible community buzz. 

The Lulworth Castle Motor Show was open to the public, with free entry to 

the show, and had something for all ages to enjoy: a wide variety of cars 

for the assembled motor enthusiasts; a range of local stalls selling      

handmade goods and local produce; entertainment from the Gugge Band; 

a kids area with bouncy castle, face painting and an exclusive visit from 

the ever popular Peppa Pig! 

Attendees enjoyed relaxing in the afternoon sun with refreshments from 

The Fizz Tin, Hitch n Hop, The Heavenly Crepe, The Falafel Den and  

Dorset Catering Services, who also supplied the refreshments before the 

Dorset Tour to the car owners. 

And what’s more… we’ll be back next year. 

 

  



 

 

Useful Numbers: 
Bournemouth Social         
Services: 01202 454979 
 
Poole Social Services: 
01202 633902 
 
Dorset Social Services: Helpline 
01305 221016 
 
Bournemouth Eye Unit: 
01202 704181 
 
Dorset County Hospital: 
01305 251150 
 
Dept Works & Pensions: 
01202 858555 or 01202 858556 
 
AGE UK Dorchester  
01305 26944 
AGE UK Bournemouth  
 01202 530530 
 
RNIB: 0303 1239999 
 
NHS Direct:  111 
 
Macular  Society 
Helpline: 0300 3030111  

 
Nystagmus Network 
0845 634 2630/ 07493324218 
 
sedcat (the BAT Bus and 
 Community Cars)  01202 534027  
 
Blind Veterans UK 
0800 389 7979 
 
Millbrook Healthcare 
033 300 300 10 
 

Contact Details: 

Jonathan Holyhead, CEO 

jonathan@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Direct Line: 01202 712861 

Office and Services Manager 

Jo Randall—Tel: 01202 712865 

Equipment & Advice Centre -  

Coreen Barnett - 01202 712869  

Resources Co-ordinator 

Jim Logan  – 07398043194 

Community Support Workers 

Leah Cross - 07789 997620 

Gill Ambrose - 07388 117054 

Bev Jones -  07801 654079 

Moira Kopanycia-Reynolds 

- 07709 216797 

Club & Activity Co-Ordinator 

Judy Bannon - 07748 212009 

Fundraising  

Gareth Owens -  01202 712864 

Charity Shops 

Ferndown        01202 920385 

Christchurch    01202 021132 

Southbourne  01202 434201 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please help us to keep our services going 
 

Dorset Blind Association provides practical help and support, delivered 

directly into the community, to help people with sight or hearing loss lead full, 

independent, healthy and socially active lives. 

We work hard to fill the increasingly large gap left by the reduction in local 

health and social care services and for many people we are a valuable      

lifeline as they struggle to come to terms with their sight loss and learn how 

to remain independent. 

It costs over £400,000 each year to run the Dorset Blind Association and 

make everything we now do possible. 

Any amount you are able to donate will help us to maintain all of our         

services. 

Here are just a few examples of what a donation could fund; 

 

 £20  Will pay for 5 vulnerable people to be visited in their own homes 

 

 £50  Will pay to keep our mobile equipment vehicle on the road for a  

  week 

 

 £100 Will pay for staff to run 3 Socialeyes sessions 

 

 £325  Will support 1 visually impaired individual for a year 

 

 £500 Will pay for our equipment and advice centre to be open for 2  

  weeks 

 

Thank you 

 

 


