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Lulworth Castle Motor Show raised 

over £5000!  

We were overwhelmed by the incredible 

support our 4th Lulworth Castle Motor 

Show received, welcoming over 160   

motors in our display, over 2000 members 

of the general public and raising a  

phenomenal £5152.86!  

If you missed our 2018 show, 

then make sure you join us  

and our superb volunteers 

(some of whom are pictured 

here), next year on Sunday  

12th May, set to be another  

fantastic event.  
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Card Payments  A reminder that  we now have the facility to take  

payments by debit or credit card and  it helps reduce our administration 

costs if payments are made in this way. Please use this facility, where   

possible, for any  purchases from the Resource Centre, as well as for any 

other payments you want or need to make to us. 

Moving with the times  We are now able to send you the Link on a USB 

stick.  If you want to receive the Link in this format in future  please contact 

Jo on 01202 712869 or email her on jo@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Vision 2018 

There is an advice and technology day being held on Thursday 19th July 

from 1pm – 4pm  in the conference room in the Education centre at the 

Royal Bournemouth Hospital. For more details please contact Wendy 

Wade on 07763572758 

GDPR - Have you returned your completed form yet? 

 We recently sent out to everyone on our database a letter explaining that 

changes in the law governing data protection means that we now need 

your consent to store and process your personal information.  

Without your consent we will not be able to retain your information and we 

will not be able to send you the Dorset Link . 

We would be most  grateful, therefore, if you could please sign and date 

the consent form  and return it to us. 

If you do not know where the form is and need another copy please ring Jo 

on 01202 712865 to let her know and she will send you another copy.  If 

you are having trouble completing the form let Jo know and she will let your 

Community Support worker know and they will contact you to see if they 

can help. 



 

 

 
A change is as good as a rest 

Hello and a very warm welcome to the summer edition of the  

Dorset Link.  I’m sure I’m not alone in wondering just where this 

year so far has gone. It only seems like yesterday we were 

starting 2018 and here we are, half the year gone already! Part 

of the reason for time seeming to fly past must, I think, be a  

reflection of how busy we are in all sorts of ways. So much is going on that 

for this edition of the Link we are not including the Information Briefing  

section which has been part of the Link for several years now, but instead 

just concentrating on telling you what has been going on in your charity. 

As well as the usual update on activities generally, we have news about 

staff changes, the presentation of our Queen’s Award for Voluntary  

Service, positive developments in our charity shops project and of course it 

is also our Centenary so news relating to that. 

Having decided to make this change to the Link content it brought to mind 

the saying, “A change is as good as a rest” and so that then seemed an 

appropriate title for this piece.  

I do genuinely believe that often a change is as good as a rest. Even if you 

cannot stop what you are doing, just trying it a different way can be               

refreshing and the good thing is that if, having tried a new approach you 

feel the old way was better, you can usually just change back very easily. 

Change can also bring positive opportunity, so whenever change is forced 

on Dorset Blind Association as an organisation I will always try to see it as 

an opportunity to take advantage of, as much as bemoan it being an      

unwelcome hurdle to overcome. The classic example of this is when long 

standing and valued members of our staff and volunteer team leave us. 

That is never welcome, but it is always going to happen from time to time 

so whenever it does we should try to respond to that challenge by           

replacing the person leaving with someone new who brings fresh ideas 

and thinking.  

On that note you will find introductions from new staff in the Resource 

Centre and in our fundraising team inside. Both replace staff we were very 

sad to see leave, but I’m sure each will bring something new to their roles 

from which we will all benefit. 

With my best wishes to you all, as always,  Jonathan 



 

 

The Way We Were 

Did you know……. 

DBA had a very successful  

choir for a 

number of 

years.  They 

began in the 

early 1950’s 

and  the 

photo  

shows them  

in their 40th 

year. 

Did you know…….. 

In 1970  the Bonhomie United 

Charity Society gifted a Mini Bus to  

us to help us get people to and 

from clubs, It might have looked a 

bit like this! 

Legacies – your chance to help others 

A gift in your Will to Dorset Blind Association can potentially help hundreds 

of other people affected by sight loss in the future. 

Dorset Blind Association receives no statutory funding, which means we 

have to fundraise to be able to operate and maintain our services. 

A vital part of our fundraising is the regular receipt of legacies from people 

kind enough to include a gift to the charity in their Will. 

Services which now benefit so many people, like our Community Support 

Workers and the Sight Equipment Vehicle service, were only originally  

possible to start and develop because of legacy income, so if you are  

planning to make or change your Will, please consider whether you can  

include a legacy to Dorset Blind Association. 

Every legacy is important, whatever the amount and it will only ever be 

used to benefit people in Dorset affected by sight loss. 

Please also remember that any gift you leave to charity will currently be  

exempt from Inheritance Tax, so depending on the value of your estate a 

gift to Dorset Blind Association could reduce or even fully avoid the tax   

liability which your estate is otherwise liable to. 

If anyone would like any further information on how they can support the 

future work of the charity in this way please contact Jonathan on 01202 

712861. 



 

 

What’s been happening in Your Association! 

 

A trip to the Palace! 

As part of being selected to receive the Queen’s Award for Voluntary  

Service, Dorset Blind Association also received an invitation to attend a 

garden party at Buckingham Palace. 

It goes without saying that we could not all go along, so two of your  

Trustees, Maria Grundmann (who is also a member) and Lynne Bastard 

went as representatives for the whole charity. 

Maria’s report on the day follows; 

“Hello all,  

Lynne and I had a wonderful day at the Buckingham Palace Royal Garden 

Party on June 5th. We were invited to attend to represent the 300+ Dorset 

Blind Association volunteers who received the Queen’s Award for  

Voluntary Service in 2017. After a cloudy start we had beautiful sunshine 

while we enjoyed a delicious tea with sandwiches and cakes, music from 

various military bands and (of course) a glimpse of Prince Charles, Camilla 

and other Royals. Despite our best efforts, we were not able to get close 

enough for a chat! Photos of the day showing two glamorous ladies in hats 

at the party are included below for those who can see them.” 



 

 

Queen’s Award presentation 

The Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service is due to be officially  

presented to Dorset Blind Association as part of an event which 

will take place on 12th July at Lulworth Castle. The presentation 

will be made by the Lord Lieutenant of Dorset in his capacity as 

the Queen’s representative in Dorset.  

The event will also be to celebrate more generally the role played by       

volunteers in the history of Dorset Blind Association, as we reach our     

centenary this year. The importance of volunteers for this charity can never 

be over stated. They have been vital to so much of what Dorset Blind       

Association does and achieves, not just in the past but equally in the       

present and no doubt in the future too. Volunteers give so much and they 

deserve the  undying gratitude of everyone they help and support. 

Lulworth Castle has been chosen as the venue for this very special event 

as it is the home of our President James Weld. As many will already know, 

James is the third generation of his family to fill this role and we are  

extremely grateful not only for James kindly hosting the event but also for 

his valuable support for Dorset Blind Association generally. 

A full report for the event will feature in the next Link 

Congratulations also go  to our 

longstanding volunteer Pauline 

Green who received a certificate 

from the Mayor of Bournemouth on 

14th May to recognise her  

contribution to DBA.  Pauline has 

volunteered for over 10 years and 

has supported members in the  

social clubs, visited members at 

home and volunteered as a driver,. 

Thanks to all our volunteers who 

make life so much better for our 

members.  We couldn’t do it without 

you. 

Our fantastic fundraising and service 

volunteer, Liz, recently won a hotel 

stay in Dartmouth after being   

nominated to Room to Reward for her 

loyal support to DBA. Liz has  

supported DBA  

for many years in  

so many different  

ways, and we 

thought we would  

give her the 

recognition and  

praise that she  

deserved.  

Volunteer Awards for Pauline & Liz 

 



 

 

A second charity shop  

People will hopefully remember that one of the main reasons for wanting to 

open charity shops is the need to create a sustainable income to help fund 

the future delivery of essential DBA services, so our charity shop in      

Ferndown was always intended to be just the first of ultimately a number 

across Dorset. 

I am therefore delighted to report that we are now taking positive steps to 

open the second shop, which will be in Christchurch, in Saxon Square, for 

those who know the town well enough to know where that is. 

At the time of writing this piece we are at a relatively early stage with the 

work needed to get the shop open, so I cannot yet give you a definite   

opening date, but I hope that with a lot of hard work and a bit of luck we will 

be open by the end of the summer. 

Christchurch was chosen for the second shop for a number of reasons. 

It is an established charity shop destination – something I have learnt is  

important to a great number of charity shop shopping regulars! 

It is also relatively close to Ferndown and means that the two shops will be 

able to support and help each other whenever necessary.   

It also had suitable shop premises empty and at a rent we can afford, a not 

inconsiderable fact which will always help to determine where future other 

shops are located too! 

I hope to be able to report the shop being open by the next Link and that 

the early days of trading suggest that it can be as successful as Ferndown 

now is.   Jonathan 

Club News Round Up 

Bridport Club have had a busy year so far,  

and have enjoyed entertainment from a 

Skiffle Band, a Choir and even had  a keep 

fit session.  Recently they enjoyed the  

music and songs of the ‘Siver Chix,’ Wendy 

and Ann , whose repertoire  included 

‘Making Whoopee’  and ‘Swimming’ , whilst  

accompanying themselves on a 

guitar and ukulele. 



 

 

Weymouth & Portland  blind club 

enjoyed  a mystery tour &  garden 

centre visit outside Weymouth.  

The club members had a great 

time.  

Members of Lighthouse  

Socialeyes and the Reading 

Group had a sailing taster with 

Sailability on May 4th. Numbers 

were restricted to 8 including  

volunteers and helpers.  They had 

a wonderful time as the weather 

was glorious and for several  

people this was an activity they 

had never done before. There was 

just enough wind to allow them to 

tack and some members had the 

chance to control the tiller. We are 

grateful to Sailability for making 

this activity possible free of charge 

due to the generosity of their  

volunteers.  

The Dorset Blind Reading Group 

have participated in a Short Story 

Project as part of Make a Noise in 

Libraries fortnight.  Local author 

Pam Fudge wrote a story entitled 

“The Mists of Time” based on  

ideas given by the Reading Group. 

Pam has written 15 novels and 

many short stories for magazines. 

She has taught creative writing 

and therefore we feel very  

privileged to have had her help. 

The official reading of the story 

was at Poole Library 8th June and 

was attended by the Reading 

Group, DBA members, library staff 

and the public. Audio recordings 

have been made of the story and 

we hope to have this available on 

memory stick for a small charge. 

Member Adam Millward is working 

on a short video which we hope to 

post on the DBA Facebook page 

and possibly the Libraries website. 

The Reading Group meets once a 

month at Poole Central Library. 

Contact Moira on 07709216797 if 

you are interested. 



 

 

On Target at our Acoustic Shooting Club 

It was the last meeting of our Acoustic Shooting Club this month  before 

the Summer break and as the photo below shows there was a good turn 

out.  

As one of the attendees at  the club said ‘Acoustic shooting is great fun - 

it's a level paying field for everyone sighted or not’ 

Shooting has finished now for the summer but will resume in  

the Autumn.  If anyone is interested in the club please contact  

Judy Bannon our Club Co-ordinator on 07748 212009.  
 

 

Say hello to Coreen……. 

Hello , I guess you could say my background is  

predominantly in Banking and IT, having worked for a large 

corporate bank for 24 years, however more  

recently I have also started and run a retail business very 

successfully for 6 years so I you could say I'm a bit of a 

jack of all trades. I love working with the elderly and spend 

my spare time doing voluntary work both with Dementia 

care and with housebound or partially sighted people, that's when I'm not 

looking after my three children and running the home!  My role is     

resource co-ordinator which means you'll find me in the office        

demonstrating and organising our range of equipment, looking after our 

audio lending library as well as helping any members who either call in or 

telephone the office on 01202 712869 



 

 

Fundraising Update 

Virtual Race Night – Weymouth  

On Friday 27th April our trustee, Sam 

Cole, hosted our annual virtual race 

night in Weymouth at The Pilgrim 

House. Thank you to all our  

supporters and members who joined 

the evening, making it a huge 

success, raising £1052!  

We were very pleased to welcome the 

Mayor and Mayoress of Weymouth 

who joined the evening’s excitement.  

A huge thank you to The  

Sandford Pub 

Once again, Jamie and Zanda, from 

The Sandford Pub and Dorset  

Catering Services have shown their 

support to Dorset Blind Association 

with an extremely generous donation 

of £778.00! This total was raised at 

their recent Adele Tribute evening 

and a donation from their attendance 

at our Motor Show. A huge thank you 

to them both for their ongoing  

support. 

Introducing Gareth  Well, I am of farming stock and grew up 

in a teeny, tiny mountain village in Wales and moved to Dorset 

to raise my family here as it’s so glorious and I’m very much a 

beach bum at heart. When I’m not lamenting my hair loss, I’m 

very much the self-proclaimed go-to man for a pub quiz,  

particularly if the quiz is centred on Dutch football of the 1970s. 

I also love climbing things and jumping out of trees, off cliffs (into water,  

obviously), or out of planes. 

I have very much found that fundraising is my call in life so I’m very happy to 

be here at Dorset Blind Association. 

Away from the family, my main passion is loud electric guitars and louder 

electric guitars: playing them and fixing them. Oh, and football – gorau  

cwarae cyd chwarae! 



 

 

Take on a challenge for DBA! 

Our annual Night Run returns to 

Boscombe seafront on Saturday 15th 

September and we want you to help us 

light up the south coast by going ‘Bright 

For Sight’.  

Challenge yourself to the 5k or 10k flat route whilst dressed in your  

brightest clothes and neon paint. Entry is only £15 per person, which 

 includes exclusive medal and runners goody bag.  

Call 01202 71286 or email helena@dorsetblind.org.uk for more information. 

Rotary Dorset Bike Ride:  

Join our DBA Team at the Rotary  

Dorset Bike Ride in Wareham on  

Sunday 9th September. Take on the 

challenge of cycling 10 to 110 miles 

across the beautiful Dorset countryside. 

Entry fee is £15 - £25 depending on  

distance. Need a tandem pilot to  support 

you? Get in contact with  Helena by  

calling 01202 712864 and she will try and 

set you up with a  volunteer, there is a limited availability.  

Centenary Ball 

Our annual Ball returns to the Hilton Hotel on  

Saturday 13th October and we invite you to join us 

this year in order to officially celebrate the 100th 

Birthday of Dorset Blind Association. Join us at our 

Centenary Ball for an evening of glitz and glamour, meet our patrons Julian 

and Emma Fellowes and dance the night away to the ever fantastic Swing 

Unlimited Big Band. Tickets are £60.00 per person for this exclusive event. 

You will receive a welcome drink upon arrival, a luxury three course meal 

accompanied by wine and coffee plus live entertainment and casino!  

Contact Helena on 01202 712863 or email helena@dorsetblined.org.uk for 

more information   

mailto:helena@dorsetblind.org.uk
mailto:helena@dorsetblined.org.uk


 

 

To celebrate our centenary, we’re inviting you to 

join our 100 Club! 

We’re looking for 100 members to join as an  

individual, friends, community group, business or 

school and donate or raise £100 to ensure those  

living with sight loss in your community are supported 

for many more years to come. 

 To join the 100 club and make your donation or receive your fundraising 

pack please contact us: www.dorsetblind.org.uk/100club   

email: fundraising@dorsetblind.org.uk, Telephone: 01202 712864 

Awareness raising in Christchurch 

Lynne and Gill are seen here promoting the work of the 

charity at Waitrose in Christchurch.  A big thank you to 

Waitrose staff for their hospitality,  and to the shoppers 

who were friendly and interested in finding out more 

about our work in the community 

Ahoy you landlubbers! 

On Saturday, June 16th our lovely 

volunteers donned their eye  

patches and parrots, as they joined 

The Pirates of Poole at their Harry 

Paye Charity Fun Day on Poole 

Quay. We were one of three  

chosen charities who will benefit 

from the proceedings of the day 

along with other fundraising events 

they have held over the summer. 

Thank you so much for choosing us, we had a fantastic day and can't 

wait to hear how much was raised! The photo shows Maria Grundmann, 

our Chairman with three piratical characters. 



 

 

Fancy winning £25,000?  

Sign up to our weekly lottery to be in with a 

chance of winning £25,000 every week! For 

only £1 a week, you can make a real  

difference to visually impaired people in your 

local area. Sign up now by calling 01202 

712864 or go to  

www.unitylottery.co.uk/charity/display/dorset-blind-association 

What a way to spend the Summer! 

To support our 100th Anniversary,  

Stephen Howard (a regular DBA  

supporter) is taking on one of the biggest 

challenges of his life.  

Beginning at the end of June  

Stephen will be cycling a total of 4,228 

miles across the Trans-America Bicycle 

Trail from Oregon to Virginia!   He   

is aiming to complete the route in just 66 days and is hoping to raise 

both money and awareness for the Dorset Blind Association  

If you would like to show your support to Stephen, then you can do so 

by making a donation to his Justgiving page:https://www.justgiving.com/

fund…/stephen-howard-transamerica 

Shop with Amazon?  

 

Dorset Blind Association can now benefit every time 

you shop online! Register with Amazon Smile today to 

help support us:  https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ 

http://www.unitylottery.co.uk/charity/display/dorset-blind-association
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stephen-howard-transamerica
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/stephen-howard-transamerica
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/


 

 

Don’t forget to pass me on! 

If you receive a printed copy of 

the Link, this is just to remind you 

to try and pass it on when you 

have finished with it  yourself.    

Offer it to a friend, neighbour or 

work colleague to read. It helps 

to spread the word about our 

work and how we help people   

throughout Dorset and it might  

encourage someone else to join 

us as a volunteer or to make a   

financial  donation or  other offer 

of help.  

Can we send you the Link by   

e-mail ?  

A growing number of  members and 

volunteers chose now to receive their 

copy of the Link by e-mail.  This not 

only means that they receive this 

more quickly, but it saves on printing 

and postage costs, so if you are 

someone who uses  e-mail and you 

are happy to receive future editions of 

the Link in this way, please contact Jo 

at the office on 01202 712869 or        

e-mail jo@dorsetblind.org.uk to let her 

know. 

Can you help? 

We will be doing bucket collections at Haskins Ferndown throughout  

August – can you spare a couple of hours to help us? If so please call 

our fundraising volunteer Liz on 01202 712864  

or email fundraising@dorsetblind.org.uk 

The dates are:  

Thursday 9th 

Friday 10th 

Friday 17th 

Thursday 23rd 

Friday 24th 



 

 

Useful Numbers: 
Bournemouth Social         
Services: 01202 454979 
 
Poole Social Services: 
01202 633902 
 
Dorset Social Services: Helpline 
01305 221016 
 
Bournemouth Eye Unit: 
01202 704181 
 
Dorset County Hospital: 
01305 251150 
 
Dept Works & Pensions: 
01202 858555 or 01202 858556 
 
AGE UK Dorchester  
01305 26944 
 
AGE UK Bournemouth  
 01202 530530 
 
RNIB: 0303 1239999 
 
NHS Direct:  111 
 
Macular  Society 
Helpline: 0300 3030111  

 
Nystagmus Network 
0845 634 2630/ 07493324218 
 
sedcat (the BAT Bus and 
 Community Cars)  01202 534027  
 
Blind Veterans UK 
0800 389 7979 
 
Millbrook Healthcare 
033 300 300 10 

Contact Details: 

Jonathan Holyhead, CEO 

jonathan@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Direct Line: 01202 712861 

Equipment & Advice Centre - 
01202 712869  

Opening hours: 

9.00 a.m. to 12.00 p.m. Mon. to Fri. 

Office and Services Manager 

Jo Randall—Tel: 01202 712865 

Resources Co-ordinator 

Jim Logan  – 07398043194 

Community Support Workers 

Leah Cross  

Tel:  07789 997620/ 01202 712863 

Gill Ambrose 

Tel: 07388 117054 

Moira Kopanycia-Reynolds 

Tel: 07709 216797 

Bev Jones  

Tel: 07801 654079 

Club & Activity Co-Ordinator 

Judy Bannon 

Tel: 07748 212009 

Fundraising  

Gareth Owens  or Helena Sinclair 

01202 712864 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please help us to keep our services going 
 

Dorset Blind Association provides practical help and support, delivered 

directly into the community, to help people with sight or hearing loss lead full, 

independent, healthy and socially active lives. 

We work hard to fill the increasingly large gap left by the reduction in local 

health and social care services and for many people we are a valuable      

lifeline as they struggle to come to terms with their sight loss and learn how 

to remain independent. 

It costs over £400,000 each year to run the Dorset Blind Association and 

make everything we now do possible. 

Any amount you are able to donate will help us to maintain all of our         

services. 

Here are just a few examples of what a donation could fund; 

 

 £20  Will pay for 5 vulnerable people to be visited in their own homes 

 

 £50  Will pay to keep our mobile equipment vehicle on the road for a  

  week 

 

 £100 Will pay for staff to run 3 Socialeyes sessions 

 

 £325  Will support 1 visually impaired individual for a year 

 

 £500 Will pay for our equipment and advice centre to be open for 2  

  weeks 

 

Thank you 

 

 


