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A Night at the Pictures 

Our thanks to The Regent Centre for letting us hold a bucket collection  

residency throughout the cinema’s run of Downton Abbey, each  

screening of which was preceded by a short video message of thanks 

and support from our patron and Downton Abbey creator, Julian  

Fellowes. The Regent Centre staff and army of volunteers truly took us 

under their wing and were so supportive, even helping out with  

collections when we were unable to be there. In total, we managed to 

raise a wonderful £2419  

towards our work - a truly  

fantastic achievement.  

The photograph shows Coreen, Liz 

and Wanda from DBA  with two 

members of staff from  the Regent 

Centre 
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Card Payments  A reminder that  we now have the facility to take  

payments by debit or credit card and  it helps reduce our administration 

costs if payments are made in this way. Please use this facility, where   

possible, for any  purchases from the Resource Centre, as well as for any 

other payments you want or need to make to us. 

Don’t forget to pass me on! 

If you receive a printed copy of 

the Link, this is just to remind you 

to try and pass it on when you 

have finished with it  yourself.    

Offer it to a friend, neighbour or 

work colleague to read. It helps 

to spread the word about our 

work and how we help people   

throughout Dorset and it might  

encourage someone else to join 

us as a volunteer or to make a   

financial  donation or  other offer 

of help.  

Can we send you the Link by   

e-mail ?  

A growing number of  members and 

volunteers chose now to receive their 

copy of the Link by e-mail.  This not 

only means that they receive this 

more quickly, but it saves on printing 

and postage costs, so if you are 

someone who uses  e-mail and you 

are happy to receive future editions of 

the Link in this way, please contact Jo 

at the office on 01202 712869 or        

e-mail jo@dorsetblind.org.uk to let her 

know. 

Moving with the times  We are now able to send you the Link on a USB 

stick.  If you want to receive the Link in this format in future  please contact 

Jo on 01202 712869 or email her on jo@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Christmas Opening Hours  

The Equipment and Advice Centre and office will be closed 

from 5pm on Monday 23rd December, 2019 and re-open on 

Thursday, 2nd January 2020 . 



 

 

A good year, but …… 

Hello and a very warm welcome to the winter edition of the 

Dorset Link.  

We recently published our accounts for our last financial year, 

which ended on 31st March 2019 and I am really pleased to 

report to you all that it was a very successful and positive 

year, with record income and a good surplus which helps to boost our  

reserves. 

The headline figures for the year are a total income of £604,697 and total 

expenditure of £501,975. After adjustments for various other things are 

made, the year ended with a surplus of £97,202. 

The increase in income is primarily due to it being a good year for legacy  

income receipts, plus the growing contribution which is now made to our   

income by the charity shops. Gross income from that source accounted for 

over 20% of our total income and that will, I hope, continue to increase in  

future. 

The strong financial performance underpinned our ability to maintain all of 

our services and activities, which at times when a great many other charities 

are struggling to keep their services going, I hope everyone will agree is 

something to celebrate. 

The surplus helps to boost our reserves and increase our robustness to 

withstand future years which might not be, in financial terms, quite so good. 

We certainly face big challenges to keep up this level of performance, which 

is why I include the “but ….” In the title to this piece. 

While it is, of course, nice to enjoy the achievement of such a positive year 

it is vital that we don’t take it for granted that this will be repeated in the   

current year, or any others in future. So we absolutely must not take our foot 

off the gas for a single second, and as a team, together, everyone involved 

with the Dorset Blind Association in whatever capacity, must keep doing 

their bit for the ongoing financial health and well-being which we need if we 

are to maintain all of our vital help and services for visually impaired people 

throughout Dorset.                                                                     /contd. ……... 



 

 

        A good Year but… contd. 

All support is important and all support is always welcomed and it is          

essential that we all try together to also spread the word about the Dorset 

Blind Association, the great work it does and how vital it is to support the 

continuation of that.                                                           

To help you to do that I have included with each printed copy of the Link a 

two sided summary of our most recent Impact Report, which was published 

earlier this year. Please give this to a friend or family member, to help them 

to understand just what Dorset Blind Association does and achieves and 

how it may be helping you individually. 

The summary ends with a simple message, “Please support us”. I hope  

people will take notice of that and realise that we can only continue to do all 

we do, and help all the people we help, if that happens. 

On that note I will finish by wishing everyone a peaceful and happy  

Christmas, when it arrives and I am sure everyone will join me in hoping that 

2020 is another good and positive year for our charity.  

Jonathan 

In Memory Gifts 

Many members kindly remember the work of the Dorset Blind Association 

when they die by leaving the charity a legacy. This may not be possible for 

everyone we help, but as an alternative, or even as well as a legacy, the 

other way in which we are often helped when a member dies is by   

donations being made in that person’s memory. 

It is common practice now for people to ask for donations to be made to a 

nominated charity instead of flowers at funerals and if it is your wish that the 

Dorset Blind Association should be that nominated charity and is to be  

supported in this way then please make sure that your next-of-kin is aware of 

this. 

Thank you to everyone who chooses to support our work with either a legacy 

or through In Memory donations – your gifts will enable us to continue to help 

others with sight loss in the future.  



 

 

What’s been happening in Your Association! 

Our fourth shop is open! 

In the last edition of the Link we celebrated 

the opening of our third shop at  

Southbourne and in this we are celebrating 

the opening of our fourth shop, at our base 

in Lower Parkstone. 

No one can accuse us of letting the grass 

grow under our feet with this  project! 

I am very pleased to report that this new 

shop opened for business in early         

September and was then officially opened 

on the 22nd of October, with our lovely  

Patron Lady Emma Kitchener-Fellowes 

very kindly doing the honours and cutting 

the ribbon.  

The new staff at the shop, Gill and Ruth all  

introduce themselves elsewhere in this 

Link. Those of you with a sharp memory will remember Gill introducing  

herself once before, as she started her life with DBA as assistant manager 

at the Christchurch shop and it is lovely to celebrate that her move to  

Parkstone represents the first “promotion” within our burgeoning shop  

empire! 

All members and volunteers can support  all of our shops by donating good 

quality, used or otherwise unwanted items to be sold. If you can  

donate and would like this to be collected from you please call the office on 

01202 712865 and Jo or Coreen will be pleased to arrange that for you. 

Please also don’t forget to tell any friends or family you have about our 

shops, (Ferndown, Christchurch, Southbourne and Lower Parkstone) to 

 encourage them to also donate goods for sale, to think about volunteering 

and also, of course, to shop in them any time they are able to! 

Jonathan 



 

 

   And the Award goes to….. 

In September Leah Cross , our Community Support 

Worker in North Dorset and the Purbecks,  

presented a Room to Reward certificate to her   

fabulous volunteer Annie Colligan.  

Annie has just completed 10 years as a loyal and 

passionate home visitor. As expected she was very 

cross that Leah nominated her but also extremely 

grateful.  

Many thanks must go to Room to Reward for their 

fabulous gifts that we can give to our brilliant  

volunteers.  

Bongo Drum Workshop 

Moira is holding another Bongo drum workshop in 

the Eco Hub at Poole Dolphin Centre at 10.30 am  

on 19th November.  The workshop is led by  

percussionist John Spencer. We are asking for a 

donation of £2 per person towards John's costs. 

Moira hopes to run additional sessions in  

December so get in touch if you'd like to feel the 

rhythm!  Contact Moira Kopanycia-Reynolds 

on07709216797 or moira@dorsetblind.org.uk (the 

photo shows one of our members playing bongos) 

Are you claiming all benefits due to you? 
Will you have to pay towards the TV licence? 

Have all of the banks in your area closed? 
Are you worried about managing bills or debt? 

 
  
 

We have teamed up with Wessex Water to run a project called 'Money 
Matters' over the next 6 months. 

If you would like further advice on what you can claim or how to budget or 

save - please call Leah on 07789997620 for more details 

 on how we can help. 

mailto:moira@dorsetblind.org.uk


 

 

Say hello to ……... 

Hi, I’m Ruth,  

Assistant Manager 

at the Parkstone 

shop. I have  

previously worked 

at the Heart  

Foundation and 

Marie Curie  before  

joining DBA. I am delighted to be 

part of a warm and friendly team, 

raising funds to help improve the 

lives of visually impaired people. I 

aim to support Gill, my Manager, in 

making the shop an enjoyable  

shopping experience for all our  

customers.   

Hi, I’m Gill, the 

shop manager  

for our newest 

DBA charity shop 

in Parkstone.   

I worked  

previously at the 

Christchurch 

Shop as Assistant Manager 

I really enjoy working for such an 

amazing charity and I am looking 

forward to making a great success 

of the shop with the help of the   

Assistant Manager, Ruth, and our 

lovely volunteers 
  

Introducing the Communiplayer from the RNIB. 

This little device is almost identical in design to the RNIB’s best selling 

Communiclock, but is instead a new USB memory stick player for audio 

books and talking newspapers. 

The Communiplayer can bookmark approximately 20 USB’s and has built 

in Bluetooth to connect remotely to other devices such as phones or  

tablets, meaning it can also be used to play  

music, podcasts or audiobooks.  

It’s built-in rechargeable battery lasts up to eight 

hours per charge, making it ideal to move from 

room to room, or even into the garden shed. 

The Communiplayer will cost £35.00 (VAT free 

price) and we are expecting supplies from the 

end of October. 

Call Coreen for more details or orders on  

01202 712869.  



 

 

Club News 

Bournemouth Club News 

Recently Moira popped into the Bournemouth Social Group 

which runs every 2 weeks in Charminster. She arrived just in 

time to sample Richard's birthday cake and enjoy music from 

Curly the Entertainer. Transport is provided to the club so if 

you feel you would like to meet new people please get in touch 

with Judy Bannon on 07748 212009 

or judybannon@dorsetblind.org.uk (the photo shows  Richard with cake) 

News from Shaftesbury 

In August 

our club 

abandoned 

the usual 

evening 

meeting in 

favour of an 

afternoon 

tea party. We had received a very 

kind invitation from St Denis’ Lodge 

Care home in the town to go there 

where they would provide and  

prepare our tea. 

About 30 of us went along and 

were treated to a delicious spread 

of sandwiches, pastries and cakes. 

The home, very generously, would 

not accept any payment for this 

event.  A jazz duo played in the    

garden where some of our  

members stretched their legs after 

tea to look at the flowers,  

vegetables, chickens and  

rabbits which the residents look 

 after. It was a lovely afternoon! 

Swanage Club Outing 

In July Swanage blind club had an 

unusual afternoon. We went to The 

Shed, which is a new environmental 

activity centre, where you can paint 

with feathers or leaves, sift soil for 

specialist gardening, sharpen tools 

with stones, clean tools, make small 

objects with wood, all under the  

supervision and guidance of the 

Rangers up at Durlston Castle. We 

also had a talk on the work being 

done to repair Victorian trails and 

stone walling at the country park. 

We then went on to have a cream tea 

up at the castle, looking towards the 

Isle of Wight. 

2020 Diaries and Calendars are 

now in stock, including a new  

Landscape Wall Calendar. These are 

available at each of our charity 

shops or call Coreen in the office on 

01202 712869 if you would like to  

order over the phone and have     

them delivered to your door.  

mailto:judybannon@dorsetblind.org.uk


 

 

Fundraising Update 

 

 

 

 

 

Every year, Dorset Blind Association takes part in THE BIG GIVE Christmas 

Challenge campaign, an online match funding campaign where donations 

to participating charities are doubled, to support the running of our social 

clubs for visually impaired people across Dorset. To qualify for matched 

funding, we need to raise £5,000 in online donations when the campaign is 

live between midday 3rd December to midday 10th December. If you’d like 

to help, please call Gareth before December comes around on 01202 

712864 or email at gareth@dorsetblind.org.uk and he will talk you through 

the simple process. 
  

Bright for Sight Fun Run 

The Dorset Blind Association annual Bournemouth BRIGHT FOR SIGHT 

fun run, sponsored again by Parley Optometrists, took place this Septem-

ber and – a few technical problems aside – was a great success, with over 

80 runners taking part along 

Boscombe seafront helping us to 

raise just shy of £2,500. Next year 

we will be holding our BRIGHT 

FOR SIGHT fun runs in Weymouth 

and Bournemouth in late summer 

so please get in touch with Gareth 

at our fundraising office if you’re 

 interested in taking part or helping 

out on the evening – you can email

-  gareth@dorsetblind.org.uk or 

 telephone - 01202 712864.   

The photo shows four runners dressed to impress!  

mailto:gareth@dorsetblind.org.uk
mailto:gareth@dorsetblind.org.uk


 

 

Don’t forget to purchase your Christmas Raffle tickets! 

It’s quickly approaching that time of year again where we start thinking 

about Christmas! Our annual Christmas Raffle will be taking place 

once again this year with some fantastic prizes, including a luxury 

Christmas hamper, meal for two and much more.  

Tickets are only £1 each. Fill in the tickets within this edition of the link 

and return the counterfoil to us by 12th December. Raffle to be drawn 

on the 15th December, 2019 

And last but not least ! 

We would like to say thank you very much to everyone who has  

supported us  in one way or another in 2019 from our  volunteers who 

give their time and energy, the people who raise sponsorship by  

running,  cycling or flying through the air,  the members who pay their 

membership fees,  through to the organisations and business’s who 

have  helped us . Without you we would not be able to help the people 

that we do. 

Dorchester Market Car Boot  

Fund recently donated £250 to 

DBA and  Leah Cross recently 

went along to collect it at their 

Celebration Tea Event. 

Lynne Bastard was surprised after 
our AGM to receive her 10 year 
Long Service Award.  Lynne has 
been volunteering for the DBA 
fundraisers  for a number of years 
and can often be found collecting 
money for us at your local  
supermarket! 



 

 

Useful Numbers: 
Bournemouth Social         
Services: 01202 454979 
 
Poole Social Services: 
01202 633902 
 
Dorset Social Services: Helpline 
01305 221016 
 
Bournemouth Eye Unit: 
01202 704181 
 
Dorset County Hospital: 
01305 251150 
 
Dept Works & Pensions: 
01202 858555 or 01202 858556 
 
AGE UK Dorchester  
01305 26944 
AGE UK Bournemouth  
 01202 530530 
 
RNIB: 0303 1239999 
 
NHS Direct:  111 
 
Macular  Society 
Helpline: 0300 3030111  

 
Nystagmus Network 
0845 634 2630/ 07493324218 
 
sedcat (the BAT Bus and 
 Community Cars)  01202 534027  
 
Blind Veterans UK 
0800 389 7979 
 
Millbrook Healthcare 
033 300 300 10 
 

Contact Details: 

Jonathan Holyhead, CEO 

jonathan@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Direct Line: 01202 712861 

Equipment & Advice Centre -  

Coreen Barnett - 01202 712869  

Office and Services Manager 

Jo Randall—Tel: 01202 712865 

Resources Co-ordinator 

Jim Logan  – 07398 043194 

Community Support Workers 

Leah Cross - 07789 997620 

Gill Ambrose - 07388 117054 

Bev Jones -  07801 654079 

Moira Kopanycia-Reynolds 

- 07709 216797 

Club & Activity Co-Ordinator 

Judy Bannon - 07748 212009 

Fundraising  

Gareth Owens -  01202 712864 

Charity Shops 

Ferndown        01202 920385 

Christchurch     01202 021132 

Southbourne  01202 434201 

Parkstone        01202 712862 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please help us to keep our services going 
 

Dorset Blind Association provides practical help and support, delivered 

directly into the community, to help people with sight or hearing loss lead full, 

independent, healthy and socially active lives. 

We work hard to fill the increasingly large gap left by the reduction in local 

health and social care services and for many people we are a valuable      

lifeline as they struggle to come to terms with their sight loss and learn how 

to remain independent. 

It costs over £400,000 each year to run the Dorset Blind Association and 

make everything we now do possible. 

Any amount you are able to donate will help us to maintain all of our         

services. 

Here are just a few examples of what a donation could fund; 

 

 £20  Will pay for 5 vulnerable people to be visited in their own homes 

 

 £50  Will pay to keep our mobile equipment vehicle on the road for a  

  week 

 

 £100 Will pay for staff to run 3 Socialeyes sessions 

 

 £325  Will support 1 visually impaired individual for a year 

 

 £500 Will pay for our equipment and advice centre to be open for 2  

  weeks 

 

Thank you 

 

 


