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What a day! 

We all had a marvellous time at our annual Blind Driving Day at  

Henstridge Airfield  

A huge thank you to the 6 fantastic driving instructors from 2nd2none  

Driving School, who gave our members such a memorable experience  

behind the wheel – the smiles say it all! 

We were lucky enough to dodge most of the rain, and it was lovely to meet 

people from Blind Veterans UK and Somerset Sight in the café afterwards. 

We absolutely love being able to offer unique opportunities like this –  

helping people with sight loss try something new, build confidence, and 

have fun! Thank you to all our volunteers who helped make this happen 

Pictured above are , Darrel, Anita, Tony and Jo enjoying the drive! 
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Can we send you the Link by  e-mail ?  

A growing number of  members and volunteers chose now to receive their 

copy of the Link by e-mail.  This not only means that they receive this more 

quickly, but it saves on printing and postage costs, so if you are someone 

who uses  e-mail and you are happy to receive future editions of the Link in 

this way, please contact Jo at the office on 01202 712869 or  e-mail 

jo@dorsetblind.org.uk to let her know.  

2026 Diary’s now in stock. 

Please ring Erica on 01202 712869 to place your  

order.  They are also available in our Charity shops.  

Prices are as follows: 

A6 Pocket Diary £6.50  

A5 Midi Diary £8.50  

A4 Desk Diary £10.50  

A3 Portrait Calendar £8.00 

Christmas Opening Hours  

The Equipment and Advice Centre and office and all our shops 

will be closed from 4.30 pm on Tuesday 23rd December, 2025 

and re-open on  Friday 2nd January 2026. 

Christmas Raffle – Tickets on Sale Now! 

Our festive Christmas Raffle is back, and tickets are now  

available! Every ticket helps support Dorset Blind Association’s 

work across Dorset. If you receive this newsletter by post, your 

paper copy includes a book of tickets. If you receive it by email, please call 

Jo on 01202 712865 to get your tickets. Tickets are also  available at all of 

our charity shops. Don’t miss your chance to win some wonderful prizes 

while supporting a great cause this Christmas!  



 

 

In my last message to 

you I was reflecting a 

little on my 20 years 

working for Dorset 

Blind Association and I 

mentioned the scale of the  

changes we have worked to 

achieve in that time. 

I will talk about some of the  

specific service developments  

another time, but on this occasion, 

I thought it would be interesting to 

share something just brief and  

simple with you, to compare and 

contrast the staffing structure of the 

charity from then, to now. 

When I was asked to take over 

running DBA in January 2006 there 

were 3 staff in management roles, 

managing a total of just 5 others, 4 

of whom were only part time and 

working in our service delivery. 

Fast forward to now and we still 

have only 3 staff in management 

roles, but those 3 now manage a 

total of 38 other staff, working in 

our community support team , our 

equipment and resources service, 

fundraising, publicity and our 

shops. 

I think you will agree that is more 

than just a slight increase!                    

/contd …….. 

Hello, and a warm welcome to our 

latest Link newsletter. 

I hope you will enjoy reading, or 

hearing, about all that has been 

going on in your charity during the 

past few months.  Amongst other 

things I am really pleased to report 

that we are close to opening that 

shop in Sherborne, which I  

mentioned in my piece last time. In 

fact, I hope that by the time this Link 

actually reaches you, that shop will 

be open and our new staff there, 

(Jilly is our manager and Helen her 

assistant) will have started their 

roles as the next shop ambassadors 

for Dorset Blind Association. 

Sherborne is our twelfth shop and, 

for the immediately foreseeable  

future, is our last. With Sherborne 

we reach the strategic county  

coverage we have been building  

towards, aiming to ensure that a 

shop is within relatively easy reach 

for anyone, anywhere in Dorset. 

That’s important, because so many 

people now use the shops to buy 

equipment, or as an access point to 

other services, as well as to support 

the charity through donations,  

shopping or volunteering. 

If you are ever in Sherborne, please 

go into the shop and say hello. 



 

 

What’s been happening in Your Association! 

The ratio of management to other 

staff in 2006 was most definitely 

wrong and reflected, I felt, a charity 

more interested in management 

than service delivery, in style over 

substance. 

That has changed and, in my opin-

ion substantially for the better, with 

the emphasis always now much 

more on “doing”, with sufficient  

management, rather than excessive  

Our DBA Shaftesbury Shop is officially open! 

We were delighted to welcome the Mayor of 

Shaftesbury, Virginia Edwyn-Jones, who  

kindly cut the ribbon to officially open our new 

shop this summer. The turnout was fantastic, 

and we are so grateful to the Shaftesbury 

community for such a warm welcome and  

ongoing support. We’re proud to be part of 

this friendly, bustling town. Pop in and say 

hello – from preloved treasures to everyday 

bargains, there’s always something new to 

discover, and every purchase helps support local people living with sight 

loss.  The contact details for the shop are: 

  10 Bell Street, Shaftesbury, SP7 8AR 

  Mon–Sat, 9.30am–4.30pm 

  07849 641 153 

  shaftesburyshop@dorsetblind.org.uk 

 

Exciting news – we also have a new shop coming soon in Sherborne, 

which may have a soft launch around the time this newsletter is printed. 

Watch this space for more updates! 

management which gets in the 

way of that “doing”. 

Next time I will reflect on some of 

the services we have developed 

over the past 20 years, and how 

these help so many more people 

now than was ever the case  

before they were introduced. 

Until then, I send you all my very 

best wishes, as always. 

Jonathan 



 

 

A day on the water with Dorset Blind Association! 

Some of our members enjoyed a fantastic boat ride on 

the MV Freedom along the stunning Dorset coastline 

recently – and what a day it was!  

With blue skies, fresh sea air and great company, it 

was the perfect way to soak up the beauty of our local 

area and spend quality time together. 

A huge thank you to everyone who helped make the trip possible, and to 

our wonderful members for bringing such brilliant energy as always!  

A true team effort in Southbourne! 

In July the DBA Southbourne shop 

had a fantastic evening at a 

local primary school summer fayre – 

and it was a real family affair! 

Shop Manager, Lillie, booked a stall 

at her daughter’s school to support 

them while raising funds and  

awareness for Dorset Blind  

Association. She was joined by  

Assistant Manager Teresa and our 

brilliant volunteer Moira. A special 

shoutout to Lillie’s daughter, Clem, 

who proudly handed out DBA stickers 

to help spread the word and show 

people were supporting a local  

charity close to her family’s heart.  

We often say the DBA team feels like 

family, and this is precisely why. 

If you met us at the fayre – or just 

love supporting local charities – why 

not pop in and visit the Southbourne 

shop? Find us at 99 Southbourne 

Grove, Southbourne, BH6 3QX open 

Monday to Saturday, 9:30–4:30 

Cooking up a storm in  

Weymouth! 

Early in June  some of DBA's  

Weymouth members enjoyed a 

fantastic cooking session with the 

wonderful ladies from The Friendly 

Food Club! Together, we made a 

delicious curry and had plenty of 

fun along the way. 

The team went above and beyond 

to make the session accessible, 

with easy-read recipes, high-

contrast tablecloths and chopping 

boards, and thoughtful adaptations 

to support our members' needs. 

Thank you to The Friendly Food 

Club for looking after us  — we’re 

already looking forward to the next 

session! 
  



 

 

Card Payments  A reminder that  we now have the facility to take          

payments by debit or credit card and  it helps reduce our administration 

costs if  payments are made in this way. Please use this facility, where   

possible, for any  purchases from the Resource Centre, as well as for any 

other payments you want or need to make to us. 

DBA visit to Sonia's garden. 

Recently, a group of Dorset Blind  

Association members had the pleasure of    

visiting Sonia Booth’s garden – the very one 

featured on BBC's Garden  

Rescue – to explore the transformation and 

hear the story behind it. 

It was a lovely afternoon of shared  stories, 

sensory discovery and a chance to celebrate 

Sonia's amazing fundraising success. 

We’re also thrilled to announce Sonia’s final fundraising total from her Open 

Garden weekend and follow-up events: an incredible £2,097 raised in      

support of Dorset Blind Association and the British Sjögren’s Syndrome  

Association  

Sonia – your energy, generosity and community spirit are an inspiration. 

Thank you so much for everything you’ve done to support us 

Meet Davie – our very own gold medalist! 

Davie, one of our members, recently took part in a 

martial arts competition at Bournemouth University 

— and only went and won! He trains at AKA Combat 

and  Fitness in Poole, proving that sight loss is no 

barrier to strength, determination, or success. 

We’re so proud to share this inspiring moment from 

his competition. To any of  our members thinking 

about trying  something new, getting active, or  

chasing  a goal… this could be your sign! 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100041374239967&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWpo7ooZUIxFjsVafC4ACpeAR5JP2XZCl8Wlzmlb9bN3XufY2NlSWQnwBtVA2cTdlettwYmQUlQV9pZ6bYLXk5WIX-u65z5KsMvup7iPLj5hsQbqdLs2PBEAhWLWyhGIP0Pr_MIu_viXAN2ZcI2AE7_e7QKIqjZ0J9nxeR_Djnw6IHSswjW6oKajyrN
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100041374239967&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWpo7ooZUIxFjsVafC4ACpeAR5JP2XZCl8Wlzmlb9bN3XufY2NlSWQnwBtVA2cTdlettwYmQUlQV9pZ6bYLXk5WIX-u65z5KsMvup7iPLj5hsQbqdLs2PBEAhWLWyhGIP0Pr_MIu_viXAN2ZcI2AE7_e7QKIqjZ0J9nxeR_Djnw6IHSswjW6oKajyrN


 

 

A fantastic afternoon of art with Alexander Dakers 

We’re delighted to share that        

Alexander Dakers’ fundraising art 

exhibition on Sunday 31st August at 

The Green House Hotel,   

Bournemouth was a brilliant  

success! Over £1,000 was raised to 

support Dorset Blind  Association. 

Guests enjoyed drinks, canapés, 

live music, and a raffle, while   

admiring Alexander’s stunning  

artwork – including the piece he created live at this year’s DBA Motor Show 

at Lulworth Castle. The event was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate art, 

connect with the community, and raise awareness of DBA’s services. 

A huge thank you to Alexander and everyone who attended! 

Tickets selling fast!  

Don’t miss our 70s/80s/90s 

Party Night -an unforgettable 

evening of music, fashion & 

fun across three decades! 

Sat 1st Nov  

7:30pm – Midnight 

The Centenary Club,  

Weymouth 

Tickets just £10 –  

available at our Weymouth & 

Portland shops 

Last year was a sell-out and 

raised over £1,000.  Grab 

your tickets now   

 before they’re gone! 



 

 

Club News 

 Fish, chips, and great company! 

Our Weymouth Social Club had a 

fantastic time at this month’s  

meet-up, tucking into a proper fish 

and chip lunch and catching up with 

friends. 

These monthly gatherings are a  

lifeline for many of our members,  

offering friendship, fun, and a 

chance to get together in a relaxed, 

welcoming environment. 

A huge thank you to everyone who 

came along and made it such a  

lovely afternoon. As always, thank 

you to our volunteers and drivers 

who make these groups possible. 

If you or someone you know is living 

with sight loss in the Weymouth area 

and would like to find out more about 

our local clubs, we’d love to hear 

from you!  

Contact Hayley@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Tea for 2 or more! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Dorchester Club attended 

their Cream Tea outing at the 

Walled Garden, Moreton  

recently. 

While some members took a 

stroll around the gardens and 

visited the animals, others just 

relaxed and chatted in the tea 

room courtyard. 

They were treated to a  

marvelous cream tea prepared 

by the staff with many refills of 

tea and coffee. 

The day would not have been 

possible without our wonderful 

volunteers who drove our  

members to the venue and then 

stayed to help and enjoy the  

afternoon with us. 

 



 

 

Story Time at Bridport! 

Recently the members who attend Bridport Club  were entertained by the 

Story Traders, a Bridport writing group who read from their works. With 

topics ranging from A Murmuration of  Starlings to a Bath Duck hoping to 

win the River Race and also their  individual interpretations of  'On the 

Seashore’. At the end Ian commented on how absorbed the members all 

were, it had been the quietest of meetings. 

Wareham Club outing 

Our Wareham Club members enjoyed a lovely 

fish and chip lunch at the Lighthouse  

Restaurant in Poole. 

The weather may have been stormy, but this 

did not dampen anyone's  spirits, and we  

enjoyed views out to the harbour. 

Our thanks to the staff at the  Lighthouse for looking after us so well and 

to the volunteers who helped make this day possible. 

Dorset Blind Association Blandford Book Club 

We’re excited to announce our new Blandford Book Club. The 

clubs meets on the 4th  Wednesday of the month from11:00am

–12:00pm at Blandford Museum, Beres Yard, DT11 7HQ. 

Please join us to discuss books and swap books whilst enjoying a coffee 

in the relaxed setting of the museum 

A friendly, accessible space to share your love of reading and connect 

with others. All are welcome, and if needed, we are able to provide 

transport. To find out more, please call Velleta on 07761 459997 



 

 

Moving with the times  We are now able to send you the Link on a 

USB stick.  If you want to receive the Link in this format in future  

please contact Jo on 01202 712869 or email her on 

jo@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Are you of working age and want to meet new people?  

We have social groups around the county every month. We also        

organise lots of other activities to do. Whether it is going to the theatre, 

acoustic shooting, sailing, ten pin bowling or blind driving, we have lots 

to suit all interests. Or you can just join us for the chat!                        

For more info and to meet our younger members                            

please call Leah on 07789997620 or email leah@dorsetblind.org.uk.  

 

  Upcoming events  

Acoustic shooting October & November 

   Pavilion sensory dance show 4th October 

Ten Pin Bowling Branksome 7th October  

Christmas lunches and gatherings throughout December 

Coming in 2026... 

Thanks to the National Trust, we are hoping to have        

excursions to Corfe Castle, Kingston Lacey and Studland 

Bay next year. There will be limited spaces and good     

mobility will be necessary. If you are interested in attending, 

please contact your Community Support Worker directly, 

contact details are in this newsletter. 



 

 

Fundraising Update 

Richard Old’s 90th Birthday Party 

In June, Richard Old celebrated his 90th in style, inviting 

friends and family for a party at his home. The Weymouth 

Ukulele Group provided entertainment, and Richard kindly 

placed a DBA collection bucket, raising over £250 for our     

charity. Richard and his wife Ann are much-loved regulars at 

our Weymouth Social Group, which they both thoroughly  

enjoy each month. A huge thank you to Richard for thinking of us on such a 

special occasion – and happiest of birthdays from all of us at DBA! 

Haskins Charity Collection 

Our team spent a busy day at Haskins Garden Centre in 

June, engaging with shoppers and raising over £450 for 

DBA. Volunteers shared information about our services, 

talked with the public about supporting visually impaired 

people, and collected donations from the generous  

customers. Events like this not only raise funds but also 

help us connect with the Dorset community. We are  

immensely grateful to Haskins for hosting us, and to all the 

volunteers and donors whose support ensures that we can continue   

providing vital services to our members across the county. 

Thank You, West Wessex Motor Caravanners  

We are delighted to have been chosen as the West Wessex 

Motor  Caravanners Club’s Charity of the Year, nominated 

by Chairlady Maria after we supported her father. Over the 

past year, the club has been fundraising at rallies and 

events, raising an incredible £1,558.23 for Dorset Blind        

Association! DBA Trustees, Maria, and Lynne were          

honoured to attend a  rally to accept the cheque and even 

enjoyed a couple of well-deserved ice creams in the sunshine. This        

generous donation will make a real difference in supporting blind and      

partially sighted people across Dorset – thank you to everyone in the club! 



 

 

Heathlands Care Home Tea Party 

A huge thank you 

to Heathland 

House Care 

Home in        

Wimborne for 

hosting a         

fabulous Cream 

Tea Afternoon in 

support of Dorset Blind Association. 

The sun shone, the courtyard looked 

beautiful, and guests enjoyed a     

delicious cream tea thanks to  

Heathlands’ talented chef. Musical 

duo Sixties Revival had everyone 

smiling, singing, and tapping their 

feet. Special thanks to our volun-

teers Sharon, Anne, and Angie, who 

sold homemade treats and ran our 

raffle, and to Deborah at Heathlands 

for organising the event. We’re      

delighted to share that the  

afternoon raised £539, and it was 

lovely to be joined by our members 

Daphne and Roy, who are residents. 

Cheers to The Marquis of Granby – 

and Sheila! 

We’re raising a virtual toast to the 

team at The Marquis of Granby pub in 

Weymouth, who raised an amazing 

£382.71 for Dorset Blind Association 

through their collection tin in the 

month of July alone! This fantastic 

support was encouraged by our  

volunteer Sheila Manton, and we’re so 

grateful she got the pub involved. On 

top of this, the pub regularly donates a 

portion of their quiz night takings, 

making them true community       

champions. Thank you to everyone 

who popped some change in the tin or 

took part.. 

Darts Competition   A huge well done and thank you 

to Andrew from our Portland shop team, who organised 

a fantastic Charity Darts competition at Portland Social 

Club in  August, raising an amazing £306 for Dorset 

Blind Association! Twenty-four players joined in,        

enjoying food, fun, and friendly competition. Special 

thanks to Community Support Worker Hayley and 

friends for supporting Andrew on the day. And thank you to everyone who took 

part! Watch this space for news of the next one! 



 

 

Donations Needed! 

Our Dorset Blind Association Donation Hub is up and 

running, helping sort and distribute donations to     

support all our charity shops across Dorset! We’re 

looking for clean, good-quality donations including: 

Clothing (men’s, women’s & children’s) 

Books & homeware 

Bric-a-brac & accessories and more!  

Please call 07849 641 149 to arrange collections or 

you can email us at. thehub@dorsetblind.org.uk.                      

Thank you 

Weymouth Stall – Zoe and Colin 

Zoe and Colin recently hosted a busy DBA stall in Weymouth 

over the August bank holiday weekend, attracting local visitors 

with a mix of bric-a-brac and fundraising activities. The event 

raised over £500 and sparked many conversations about our 

work supporting visually impaired people. Thanks to Zoe, 

Colin, and the volunteer team, this stall was a great success, combining 

community engagement with essential fundraising to support our services 

across Dorset. 

Dates for Your Diary  

¶ 1st November – 70s/80s/90s Night, The Centenery Club,           
Weymouth.  Tickets £10, available from our Weymouth and Portland 
charity shops. For more information: sam@dorsetblind.org.uk  

 

¶ Spring 2026 – Outdoor Events with Land & Wave Activities such as 
kayaking, bushcraft, and guided hikes for visually impaired members.    
Interested? Contact: leah@dorsetblind.org.uk 

¶ Sunday 17th May 2026 – Dorset Blind Association Motor Show   
Celebrating the 10th anniversary of the show at Lulworth Castle. For more      
information or to volunteer: sam@dorsetblind.org 

¶ Fundraising Talk with Consultant Ophthalmologist Lucy Howe, 
Netherbury Date TBC. For more information: leah@dorsetblind.org.uk 

mailto:sam@dorsetblind.org.uk
mailto:Leah@dorsetblind.org.uk


 

 



 

 

Useful Numbers: 
BCP Adult Social Care 
01202 123654 
 
Dorset Social Services: Helpline 
01305 221016 
 
Sight and Hearing Service for 
Dorset Council residents 
033 300 300 10  
 
Bournemouth Eye Unit: 
01202 704181 
 
Dorset County Hospital: 
01305 251150 
 
Dept Works & Pensions: 
01202 858555 or 01202 858556 
 
AGE UK Dorchester  
01305 269444 
AGE UK Bournemouth  
 01202 530530 
 
Blind Veterans UK 
0800 389 7979 
 
RNIB: 0303 1239999 
 
NHS Direct:  111 
 
Macular  Society 
Helpline: 0300 3030111  

 
Nystagmus Network 
0845 634 2630/ 07493324218 
 
sedcat (the BAT Bus and 
 Community Cars)  01202 534027 
 
Ability Net - 0300 180 0028 
 
Ocular Melanoma Helpline,  
0161 821 5657  

Contact Details: 

Jonathan Holyhead, CEO 

jonathan@dorsetblind.org.uk 

Direct Line: 01202 712861 

Office and Services Manager 

Jo Randall—Tel: 01202 712865 

Equipment & Advice Centre -  

Erica Renton - 01202 712869  

Resources Co-ordinator 

Duncan  – 07534 865491 

Community Support Workers 

Leah Cross - 07789 997620 

Hayley Langley - 07483 191881 

Heather McCracken -07936 749502 

Gemma Smith - 07729 618303 

Grainne Barry  - 07555 057060 

Velleta Cracknell - 07761 459997 

Community Relations Officer 
Sam Baker - 07594 651955 

Charity Shops 

Ferndown         07849 641086 

Christchurch     07570 425690 

Southbourne  07849 641063  

Parkstone         07471 540336 

Broadstone       07849 641062  

Weymouth        07570 425900 

Portland            07570 498090 

Bridport             07849 641070 

Blandford          07849 641090 

Shaftesbury      07849 641153 

Sturminster N.  07849 641073 

Sherborne        07484 515071 



 

 

 
 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
 

 

Please help us to keep our services going 
  

Dorset Blind Association provides practical help and support, delivered 

directly into the community, to help people with sight or hearing loss lead full, 

independent, healthy and socially active lives. 

We work hard to fill the increasingly large gap left by the reduction in local 

health and social care services and for many people we are a valuable      

lifeline as they struggle to come to terms with their sight loss and learn how 

to remain independent. 

It costs over £400,000 each year to run the Dorset Blind Association and 

make everything we now do possible. 

 

Any amount you are able to donate will help us to maintain all of our         

services. 

Here are just a few examples of what a donation could fund; 

  

· £20  Will pay for 5 vulnerable people to be visited in their own homes 

  

¶ £50  Will pay to keep our mobile equipment vehicle on the road for a   

 week 

  

¶ £100 Will pay for staff to run 3 Socialeyes sessions 

  

¶ £325  Will support 1 visually impaired individual for a year 

  

¶ £500 Will pay for our equipment and advice centre to be open for 2   

 weeks 

  

Thank you 

 

 


